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PAKISTAN

Pak-Turkey Relationship: Prospects and
Challenges By Prof Abdul Shakoor Shah

AFTER 1947, Pak-Turkey relations were limited to religion and culture. The
1950s security policies proved vital for bilateral relations. Both aligned with the
West against Russian threat. The Baghdad Pact brought them closer and both
pursued western security policy in the early 1960s. After the mid1960s, both
developed independent bilateral relations within the framework of the RCD.
Pakistan semi-aligned with China after 1965. Turkey also stepped back from the
US after Cyprus policies. In the 70s, both were involved in military operations.
Pakistan lost its eastern wing while Turkey intervened militarily in Cyprus.
Pakistan fully supported the Turkish stance on Cyprus which proved highly
positive in developing national security ties.

During the 80s both realigned with the West. Russian invasion of Afghanistan
and Iranian revolution greatly affected it and endangered the western interests in
the region. Both were passing through and facing almost the same
circumstances of coups, threat of communism and Iranian ideology. The military
high ups of Pak-Turkey were aspirants of western alliance. 1990s stagnated due
to the Cold War, Balkans and the Central Asian Republics for Turkey while
Pakistan focused on Afghanistan. After 9/11 Pak-Turkey worked together in
Afghanistan. Pak-Turkey contributed to Afghan peace process. Until Erdogan
govt. Pak-Turkey relationship had been largely ceremonial.

Pak-Turkey have multifarious strategic locations in an intricate security region.
Both have undergone the havoc of the Cold War and Post Cold War chaos. Pak-
Turkey had centuries’ long relationship mostly limited to speechifying. In the past,
little practical was done to benefit from this relationship. Bilateral trade falls below
$1 billion, but optimistically, in recent years, it soared up to 40%. The Turkish
imposition of safeguard duties on Pakistani textiles has declined Pakistani
exports. On the other hand, India-Turkey trade mounts to over $5 billion. The
political stability in Turkey in the last decade has boomed its economy. Public to
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public relations are weaker due to Western channels of information which project
less positive aspects that is a challenge for Pak-Turkey ties. There is no
academic, cultural and research institution in either country to strengthen bilateral
relationship. Pak-Turkey must step ahead to eradicate the existing hurdles in
every field of mutual cooperation. Turkey, with its booming economy and being a
G-20 member can consider relocating Pakistani exports.

Pakistan can easily lure Turkish construction industry in the country for low-cost
housing units. Pak-Turkey may get ahead smoothly in agro-based industries.
Pakistan, being the 4th largest milk producer, still imports cheese from the EU.
We can re-align our agro-based industry with Turkey to enable our agro-based
products for export. Both the countries are already cooperating in the educational
sector, though mostly relying on scholarships; they must jump up to research
work and educational infrastructure. Pak-Turkey have greater prospects of
cooperation in every field for their mutual benefits from education to media and
defence to construction and the list goes on. Pak-Turkey can improve their
defence by exchanging their expertise in the field of space technology. Turkey
has been pitching the ATAK T129 helicopter on all occasions both the countries
can join in manufacturing and redesigning their air jets. Turkey can benefit from
Pakistani innovation of JF-17.

Turkey’s high wires are following the policy of balance between the East and the
West focusing Europe and the US on one hand and Russia and China on the
other. Turkey is minutely observing the changing economic and strategic
circumstances in the East and in the west. USSR’ military and economic goals
and China’s Belt and Road/CPEC are very important for Turkey. Turkey has
supported Pakistan on the Kashmir issue which is proof that Turkey seriously
considers Pakistan as Asian giant instead of India. Turkey has also backed
Pakistan in the Nuclear Suppliers Group.

Turkey considers that Pak-Turkey strategic and military ties will usher a new era
of influence for Turkey in Asia. Ankara seems to be realizing that EU’s dealing
with Brexit and an aggressive Russia and ignoring Turkish claims. Pakistan
considers itself a major player in Afghan peace process, mediator with Iran and a
strategic partner supporting Turkey for balancing the East and the West. The
West has concerns of refugee flows from Turkish borders. Pak-Turkey relations
are prioritized in the field of security, defence, terrorism and trade. Pak-Turkey
relations can prove very vital for the West in solving certain issues. The US is
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looking into two dimensions. The US is looking at Turkey from the Syrian and
Russian lens and Pakistan from India, Afghanistan and Chinese lens. Turkish
Sunni inclination has pushed Turkey further away from Saudi Arabia and Iran.

During the 2016 Turkish coup Pakistan supported Erdogan which strengthened
bilateral relations further. Pak-Turkey bilateral trade is mounting up slowly but
steadily and it is expected to cross $900 million to $10 billion in 2022. Pak-Turkey
are also collaborating in the aviation sector. There is a recent tourism agreement
between the two countries which will strengthen their economy. Mustafa Kamal
was called ideal by General Musharraf and the later developments show that
Pakistan may follow the Turkish model. On international front both the countries
have been supporting each other in regards with Azerbaijan and Armenia in
return Turkey supported the Kashmir cause. Mr. Khan and Erdogan share the
decision making tables.

—The writer is Prof in English, based in Lahore.

Source: https://pakobserver.net/pak-turkey-relationship-prospects-and-
challenges/
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Vaccines Procured | Editorial

Finally, the first shipment of six million doses, out of the larger order of 17 million,
is set to arrive in Pakistan as early as March. With actual delivery starting from
February, the Pakistani population can breathe a sigh of relief as the process of
national immunisation looks to be on. However, authorities must be wary of the
fact that the extraordinary task of procuring 200 million more doses still remains.
As such, the diplomatic push needs to be as strong as it has been if we are to
see such success again.

According to Asad Umar’s announcement on Saturday, the AstraZeneca vaccine
is one of the three antidotes available globally for battling Covid-19. For Pakistan
to have obtained six million doses means that a significant portion of the
population can start undergoing the vaccination process. Consequently, there is
bound to be some relief experienced in the nation as well as the economy. Once
the promise of greater supply materialises, we might be able to move closer to
normalcy and become one of the few countries in the world to have escaped the
grips of the pandemic.

It is imperative that the government does not forget that there is an overwhelming
global demand for the vaccine, whether provided by the labs from Oxford, China
or Russia. We must remain consistent with our efforts to secure a portion of the
supply for millions that are living vulnerably in the country. Otherwise, we risk the
likelihood of living within constrictive environments for an indefinite period of time.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/01-Feb-2021/vaccines-procured
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Kashmir Challenge | Editorial

IT is hard to disagree with UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres’s assertion
that Pakistan and India must discuss the Kashmir issue and that any military
confrontation between the two South Asian states will result in “a disaster of
unmitigated proportions”.

Replying to a question during a press conference in New York, the UN chief
added that “our good offices are always available” in case the parties wanted to
avail the option to discuss the problem. However, the issue here is that Mr
Guterres’s offer can only bring results when both parties are interested in a
negotiated settlement to the dispute. When one side — India — keeps harping
on the same tune, insisting Kashmir is an ‘internal’ matter, there is little that third
parties can do.

Without doubt the lack of progress on the Kashmir dispute has poisoned the
atmosphere in South Asia since independence. Tensions in the disputed region
have resulted in several wars and numerous skirmishes. Pakistan, for its part,
has always offered to negotiate a solution that is acceptable to the Kashmiris, but
has mostly been rebuffed. The present federal government has also offered to
take steps towards peace if India reciprocates, while Islamabad has tried to
improve relations through people-to-people contacts.

The opening of the Kartarpur Corridor is a case in point. However, the Indian
response, particularly under the BJP’s watch, to these overtures has been less
than enthusiastic. There have been consistent attacks along the LoC, leading to
a high number of civilian casualties, while the Indian misadventure of 2019 in
which New Delhi’s jets (one of which was shot down) violated Pakistani airspace,
is a prime example of the brinkmanship this country’s eastern neighbour has
indulged in ever since the BJP took the reins of power. And of course, matters in
India-held Kashmir have been further complicated after India annulled the
occupied region’s special constitutional status in August 2019, in effect to crush
the Kashmiris’ aspirations for freedom and dignity. In such a situation, India has
clearly shown that it is not ready for peace.

However, Pakistan should continue its efforts to resolve the issue peacefully
because a military confrontation in this region would be devastating, as the UN
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chief has observed. But for peace to succeed, the UN as well as global powers
must realise that India needs to change its belligerent posture.

It is not only Pakistan that has been having trouble along its border with India; the
recent clashes on the India-Chinese frontier show that New Delhi is in an
aggressive mood and keeps provoking its neighbours. There is still a chance to
bring peace to South Asia if India responds positively to Pakistan’s desire for
dialogue. However, if the politicians and generals in India keep making warlike
noises and threatening this country, they should understand that Pakistan can
and will defend itself.

Published in Dawn, February 1st, 2021

Source: https://lwww.dawn.com/news/1604825/kashmir-challenge
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Pakistan’s Latest Talks Offer on Kashmir By
Kamran Yousaf

Pakistan observed the Kashmir Solidarity Day on February 5. The day is
observed annually since 1990 when late chief of Jamaat-e-Islami Qazi Hussain
Ahmed first floated this idea to express support to the Kashmiris. Occupied
Kashmir has remained a thorn in the relationship between Pakistan and India
since 1947. The two nuclear-armed neighbours have fought wars, and
intermittent rounds of talks have failed to break the deadlock.

What changed of late was that India made Kashmir a “non-negotiable” issue after
it unilaterally revoked the special status of the disputed territory. The August 5,
2019 move was also in violation of the 1972 Shimla Accord that prohibits both
countries from changing the status quo till the final settlement. The unilateral step
coupled with Modi government’s approach diminished any chances of a dialogue
between the two countries on the Kashmir dispute. Prime Minister Imran Khan,
though, before the re-election bid of Modi thought that the hardline Indian leader
might be good for taking unpopular decisions. But contrary to his expectations,
PM Modi, emboldened by the heavy mandate second time around, did exactly
the opposite. What happened post-August 5, 2019 saw the bilateral relationship
dip further. PM Imran, who earlier was willing to go the extra mile to resolve all
festering issues with India, took the attack to Modi, branding him as Hitler.

But on Kashmir Solidarity Day, Imran again offered what appears to be an ‘olive
branch’ to India. “If India demonstrates sincerity in seeking a just solution to the
Kashmir issue, in accordance with UNSC resolutions, we are ready to take two
steps forward for peace,” he tweeted.

Two days before the PM’s tweet, Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa had to
say this: “It is time to extend hand of peace in all directions. Pakistan and India
must also resolve the longstanding issue of Jammu and Kashmir in a dignified
and peaceful manner as per the aspirations of people of Jammu and Kashmir
and bring this human tragedy to its logical end.”
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Both statements may be consistent with Pakistan’s policy of seeking a solution of
Kashmir through dialogue but given the current hostilities between the two
neighbours, its significance cannot be understated.

If diplomatic sources are to be believed, both PM Imran and the Army Chief
made these statements in view of the change of government in the US. Pakistan,
through these gestures, wants to signal the Biden administration that it is not the
hurdle in regional peace. President Joe Biden in his maiden foreign policy
speech suggested the US emphasis would be on “diplomacy, democracy and
human rights”. Pakistani officials think that unlike Donald Trump, Biden would
seek a multilateral approach on global issues. Trump did offer mediation on
Kashmir but never pressed the Modi government when it resisted the offer.
Biden, although would still seek deepening strategic partnership with India due to
China factor and is likely to return to old style US diplomacy. It is expected that
the Biden administration would push India behind the scenes to lower tensions
with Pakistan and improve the situation in Occupied Kashmir. It was because of
this that the Indian government recently restored 4G internet services in the
disputed territory. The move is aimed at pre-empting a possible US criticism of
India’s gross human rights abuses in the occupied territory.

Meanwhile, it is highly unlikely that India would respond positively to Pakistan’s
latest offer. What Pakistan needs to do is to have internal consensus. On the
face of it, everyone is on the same page on the Kashmir issue. But when
opposition and government leaders hold separate rallies in Muzaffarabad on
Kashmir Day, it certainly does not send the right message!

Published in The Express Tribune, February 8th, 2021.

Source: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2283034/pakistans-latest-talks-offer-on-
kashmir
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Improving Tes With Iran | Editorial

Ambassador Seyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini's statement announced Iran’s
intention of working towards better ties with Pakistan and its government. This
fits perfectly in Pakistan’s larger focus on establishing closer ties in the region, as
the cooperation will be based on issues of mutual importance, like trade and
border control. If all continues to go according to plan, the potential of such a
relationship with an old partner is bound to be fruitful given our interest aligns
completely.

The statement, on the 42nd anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, stated that
Iran is looking to corroborate with countries like Pakistan which can help usher in
national progress and transform the region into a more successful and productive
one. It is good to see such an initiative come from their government, especially
considering the efforts that Pakistan has been making to incorporate Iran in its
foreign policy priorities. Now, with mutual interests assured, issues of border
control, trade and diplomatic support can improve substantially. Such a degree of
collaboration within the region signals towards a unified community that is striving
to promote peace and prosperity with the region.

Furthermore, the fact that New Delhi’s persistent attempts in securing the support
and friendship of Iran is proving to be futile when taking into account the
closeness with which the country functions with China. Wanting to bring about
harmony in the region, Iran has clearly chosen the route it wants to take and
fortunately, Pakistan is looks to be a key component going forward. This mutually
beneficial partnership looks to be starting with the first major initiative, the
Turkey-Iran-Pakistan rail link. Greater connectivity only sets the stage for more
collaboration.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/11-Feb-2021/improving-ties-with-iran
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Chinese New Year gift to Pakistan & The
World By Sultan M Hali

CHINESE New Year, also known as Lunar New Year or Spring Festival, is
China’s most important festival. It is time for families to be together and celebrate
the event. Last year, the outbreak of the global pandemic COVID-19 had forced
the Chinese government to impose lockdown to protect the people from the
ravages of the deadly disease and the Chinese had to miss out on mass
celebrations. It goes to China’s credit and resilience that it managed to sanitize
its teeming millions, provide relief, food and much needed medicines and even
set up hospitals in record time to provide relief to the beleaguered people.
Chinese leadership led from the front, visiting COVID hotspots, supervising relief
and encouraging its scientists and researchers to find a vaccine to provide
Immunity.

It is heartening that despite some of its detractors unfairly accusing China of
hiding facts and exposing the world to the deadly virus, Beijing reached out to the
hardest hit countries of the world, sending medical teams, much needed
equipment and sharing its experience of formulating effective strategies to
contain the pandemic. The jury is still out to determine the origin of COVID-19 but
undeterred by the plethora of accusations, Chinese scientists developed the
Sinopharm among others along with Russia’s Sputnik V, and the west’'s Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccines. Unlike the western vaccine, the
Chinese injections can be transported in normal temperatures and do not have to
be kept at -80°C.

It was not Pakistan’s serious participation in the clinical tests of the Chinese
vaccines that qualified it to become the first country in the world to receive
vaccines donated by the Chinese government but its sincerity in extending a
helping hand in its moment of crisis. Despite lockdowns and travel restrictions
when the pandemic was at its peak, Pakistan’s President Dr. Arif Alvi flew into
Beijing along with medical teams and equipment to express solidarity with the
people of China.

President Xi Jinping, a master statesman and one who believes in sharing the
pain of others, knew that while the opulent nations of the world will grab the first
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available vaccines to provide immunity to themselves; the developing countries in
Asia, Africa and Latin America will be left behind till the World Health
Organization (WHO) and humanitarian agencies will extend much needed help,
which may be too little and too late. US President Trump, in 2020, soon after the
outbreak of the pandemic, instead of lending much needed support to WHO and
the world, had withdrawn US membership of the International Health
Organization and stopped its funding. This rash decision hurt not only the world
but USA itself, which suffered the highest number of casualties owing to COVID-
19. Mercifully, as one of his first executive decisions taken on assuming the
mantle of US President, Joe Biden reversed numerous decisions adopted by
Trump including restoring membership of WHO and support for Climate Change
policies.

Contrarily, despite the fact that China is leading the world with several vaccines
in advanced stages of R&D and with ample production capacity, it signed an
agreement with the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) on 8
October 2020, officially joining the COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access (COVAX),
an initiative that aims to accelerate the development and manufacturing of
vaccines for the COVID-19 and ensure that every country enjoys equitable
access to the vaccines. The initiative intends to provide two billion doses of
COVID-19 vaccines for higher-income self-financing countries and lower-income
funded nations by the end of 2021.

At the request of the WHO, China has decided to offer 10 million doses of
vaccines to COVAX, mainly to meet the urgent need of the developing world. The
containment situation faced by all countries is still very serious, and China is also
facing a huge domestic demand for vaccines. But still, it is doing whatever is
possible to promote the equitable distribution of vaccines. Coming back to Sino-
Pakistan strategic and deep rooted ties, the Solar New Year, celebrated by the
world on January 1st and the Chinese Lunar New Year, which falls on Friday,
February 12, 2021, beginning a year of the Ox, brought glad tidings for Pakistan.

On 31 January, China provided 500,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccine to Pakistan.
The precious gift, which will save countless lives, was brought by special PAF air
transport aircraft from Beijing, although the Chinese side had proposed to send
them by their own aircraft. At a solemn ceremony held at Nur Khan Base in
Islamabad, 0.5 million doses of the eagerly awaited vaccines were handed over
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to Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, who thanked Chinese President Xi
Jinping for giving us the Sinopharm coronavirus vaccine.

On the eve of the Chinese Lunar Year, China’s military took another
unprecedented step by delivering a batch of Covid-19 vaccines to the Pakistan
Army. However, keeping with the Pakistan Armed Forces’ traditional spirit of
‘nation comes first, always and every time’ it decided to contribute complete
vaccine donation, by PLA to Pakistan military, in the national vaccine drive to be
administered to front line healthcare workers across Pakistan who are the real
heroes fighting against pandemic and saving precious lives. It is befitting that our
Chinese brothers are celebrating this New Year—the year of the Ox — since this
animal is gifted with great patience and a desire to make progress, uninfluenced
by others or the environment, but persist in doing things according to their ideals
and capabilities. Happy Chinese Lunar New Year!

—The writer is retired PAF Group Captain and a TV talk show host.

Source: https://pakobserver.net/chinese-new-year-gift-to-pakistan-the-world/
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Peaceful Initiative | Editorial

In light of the recent statements made by Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
and Foreign Office (FO) Spokesman, after making yet another overture to the
Indian government, Pakistan has asked it to reciprocate for conflict resolution.
Our stance has always remained the same; if New Delhi is willing to resolve core
areas of contention between India and Pakistan, like the occupation of 110JK,
then our authorities are willing to extend a friendly hand to India. After decades of
struggle, surely the region deserves some relief from a permanent contentious
environment.

Both officials, FO Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri and COAS General Qamar Javed
Bajwa, echoed sentiments in line with the country’s stance of cooperation. They
highlighted the fact that no progress can be made until and unless the Indian
government accepts its illegal and brutal actions in 11OJK and pulls out from the
region. This is only rational considering the degree of unconstitutional harm and
oppression being carried out in Kashmir. The least that can be demanded is the
restoration of the Kashmiri populations’ rights and adherence to the resolutions
passed by the UN Security Council.

For too long, the tussle between India and Pakistan has disrupted the entire
region’s potential. In recognition of this, Pakistan has opened up the line for
peaceful resolution for all conflicts on multiple occasions but they have not been
taken up by the Indian government. The hope is that now, in the face of
increasing international scrutiny as well, India will choose the route that takes
them towards redemption.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/06-Feb-2021/peaceful-initiative
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Reforming the Bureaucracy | Editorial

Bureaucrats in Punjab better grit their teeth for due diligence. Dissatisfied with
the performance of local governments, the Prime Minister Office has issued
seven show-cause notices and 263 warning letters to derelict officials over
lacklustre response to public complaints. The PMO should be appreciated for
showing no special treatment to deputy commissioners and assistant
commissioners whilst directing them to be more vigilant.

Ever since PM Khan had waged a call for better governance in December, his
administration is busy coming up with changes that would make the bureaucratic
structure more responsive to public needs. The premier had valiantly noted, “We
will not transfer a corrupt bureaucrat, but will sack him.” In his crusade against
under-performing and corrupt officials, PM Khan has repeatedly pointed to public
complaints as an instrument to bring change as well as hold concerned officials
accountable.

A dysfunctional and inefficient bureaucracy can only imperil any country’s
economic and social goals (as opposed to its Weberian correlation with growth).
This is exactly what is at play in Pakistan. A visit to any district or divisional office
will lay bare the masses’ distrust in the state’s willingness to solve their problems.
Sadly, the British model of governance that we adopted over seven decades ago
remains more or less unchanged. Little has been done to date to make the public
servants more responsive to public needs. Considering the steel frame of the
bureaucratic elite that is resistant to any change whatsoever, the government is
at least trying to come up with a new form of local government. Ergo, something
worthy of celebration!

Still, whether layers-upon-layers of bureaucracy—clothed in new procedures and
jargons—would actually bring positive changes in the lives of citizens is not known
yet.

Further, if the government actually aspires to deliver its electoral promise of
change, why hasn'’t it taken to task the inefficient officers sitting at the helm of
various fast-decaying institutes? Once considered the pride of the nation, our flag
carrier is now widely notorious for making dreams come true for headline writers.
Only fast-track reforms based on training and infrastructural support can enthuse
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a new life in the airline gasping for oxygen on its death-bed. It goes without
saying that these changes can be brought forward by restructuring the institution
sans any politicking.

Given the millions who travel on railways, looking after railways is an enormous
undertaking. Unfortunately, with over 100 accidents in 2019 alone, nobody
seems serious about the incompetence synonymous with the enterprise.
Employees that are neglecting their duties are the real culprits of its downfall.

Same is the case with institutional rot plaguing the loss-making Pakistan Steel
Mills. Decades of neglect have made our police force incapable of protecting us
against crime; something that can only be improved under the guidance of a
capable hand. Why are all these institutions still waiting for a swish of the miracle
wand?

The ruling party’s good intention behind reforming bureaucracy cannot be
doubted but isn’t the road to hell paved with those, anyway! Where are the 200
top professionals that were supposed to lead institutions in Naya Pakistan?
Never mind enjoying the expertise of expats fascinated by an opportunity to
rebuild their country, the state has not even found their appropriate substitutes at
home. There is an increasing reliance on Pakistan’s military in various
administrative and executive institutions. Let's talk about an effective top-to-
bottom overhaul instead of cosmetic reforms! *

Source: https://dailytimes.com.pk/724265/reforming-the-bureaucracy/
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Pakistan in Diplomatic Push to Exit FATF
Grey List By Kamran Yousaf

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan has reached out to member countries of the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) in an effort to garner their support for exiting from the
grey list, just days ahead of a meeting of the global watchdog on terror financing.

The FATF plenary is set to begin on February 22. This year the session would be
held virtually. The four-day meeting would decide whether to keep Pakistan in the
grey list or not.

Although Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi sounded optimistic about the
outcome of the upcoming FATF meeting, officials admitted that Pakistan would
remain in the grey list at least until June.

Ahead of the FATF plenary, Pakistan has been seeking the support of member
countries for an on-site visit, a crucial step — if agrees — will brighten
Islamabad’s chances of formally exiting the grey list by June.

“If agrees, the FATF on-site visit will help Pakistan come out of the grey list by
June this year,” said a senior Pakistani official dealing with the matter.

“‘Over the past few days, the Foreign Office has been inviting ambassadors and
diplomats of FATF-member countries to brief them about the ‘substantive
progress’ made by Pakistan to implement the 27-point action plan,” officials
familiar with the development told The Express Tribune.

The Foreign Office authorities have been telling the FATF-member countries to
look at Pakistan’s case ‘objectively’ and not to allow the process to be politicised
by certain countries.

Pakistan has requested the countries to support its case and allow the on-site
inspection by the FATF, a crucial step that leads to the removal of the country
from the grey list.
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Pakistan has been on the ‘grey list’ since June 2018 for failing to take adequate
steps to counter terror financing, money laundering and ensure successful
prosecution of terrorists.

Pakistan had been given a 27-point action plan to get out of the grey list.
Islamabad was given multiple deadlines to implement the plan. In October last
year, the FATF acknowledged Pakistan’s progress but called for the full
implementation of the plan by February this year.

Ahead of the plenary meeting, Pakistan reiterated its commitment to implement
the FATF action plan.

‘FATF had assessed Pakistan to have completed 21 of the 27 Action Items
under the current Action Plan. In the remaining six partially addressed items,
significant progress has been made by Pakistan, which is duly acknowledged by
the wider FATF Membership. Pakistan remains committed to completing its
FATF Action Plan,” said Foreign Office spokesperson Zahid Hafiz Chaudhri.

Pakistan feels that India is using the FATF forum to target the country. Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister on National Security Dr Moeed Yusuf has said the
FATF’s grey listing of Pakistan was more of a ‘political’ decision than ‘technical’.

In order to counter the Indian lobby, Pakistan is in contact with the FATF-member
countries to ensure they view Pakistan’s progress objectively.

A foreign diplomat, who was briefed by Pakistani authorities on the FATF
progress, told The Express Tribune that he had ‘sympathy’ with Pakistan but
added that his country would take a position based on the expert opinion.

“If technical experts and other countries are happy with the progress of Pakistan,
we will not hesitate in supporting you,” said the diplomat, whose country is
considered close to the US and India. The diplomat insisted that despite being
close to the US and India, his country’s decision would be based on an
independent assessment.

Sources said Pakistan was asking the FATF member countries to acknowledge
the progress and support its case at a time when the country was making sincere
efforts at addressing deficiencies and other shortcomings in its system.

Source: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2284600/pakistan-in-diplomatic-push-to-exit-

fatf-grey-list
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CSS Reforms | Editorial

The federal government promises to cleanse the civil service of an arbitrary
promotion process along with corrupt officers through the new reforms proposed
by the Pakistan Administrative Service (PAS). While the authorities may be on
the right track, there are still certain concerns being expressed about the new
reforms that must be heard and responded to. Such small, but necessary,
actions let the people know that such initiatives are as consultative as is being
claimed.

According to Dr Ishrat Hussain, the Adviser to the PM on Institutional Reforms,
the CSS reforms were only passed after the expertise of more than 1900 officers
was sought, in addition to over 60 sessions of intense discussions. As was
needed, all the stakeholders came to the logical conclusion of there being a need
to weed out all the causes of inefficiency with the CSS.

As such, to force all the fraudulent officers into retirement and creating a
trackable promotion process was the right move forward and any controversy in
this regard needs to be clarified immediately.

Otherwise, vital progress bears the risk of being derailed by those who claim that
not only are the reforms outdated or repetitive but that the PAS has been in
charge of the reins for a significant period of time since they were initially called
the District Management Group—those in charge of creating such structures
within the CSS. These internal bureaucratic squabbles should not tarnish a
process that could bring positive restructuring.

It is imperative that the government, before taking any further steps to modify the
CSS, takes a step back to assure the public, officials and relevant institutions that
cooperation is its primary goal when embarking upon such tasks. Furthermore, it
can clarify the credentials of the PAS to ensure that such misunderstandings are
clarified immediately.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/18-Feb-2021/css-reforms
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Afghanistan Peace? | Editorial

THOUGH the situation on the ground in Afghanistan is far from ideal, should the
parallel peace processes collapse — between the Afghan Taliban and the
US/Nato alliance and between the Taliban and the government in Kabul — the
situation will degenerate further. After the Biden administration’s arrival in
Washington many questions hang in the air about the fate of the Trump-era US-
Taliban peace deal. After all, the White House has said it will “review” the deal
while Nato officials have recently said they have deferred a decision on troop
withdrawal from Afghanistan. Foreign troops are due to exit the country by May
1, as per the US-Taliban deal. It is in this atmosphere of uncertainty that Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s plea for all Afghan actors to seize the opportunity for
peace makes sense. He reiterated this point during a meeting with an Afghan
delegation in Islamabad on Thursday.

The fact is that the air of confusion is having an impact on the peace process.
For example, talks between Kabul and the Taliban in Doha are frozen, while the
Taliban have issued a dire warning to Nato vis-a-vis troop pullout deferment. The
fact is that all sides — foreign forces, the Taliban as well as the Afghan
government —need to do more to revive the faltering peace process. The
Taliban shoulder a fair share of the blame, as they have continued to stick to the
battlefield while talking peace. This hardly creates a conducive atmosphere for
dialogue. In fact, a recent US report has said the Taliban are not honouring their
part of the deal. However, the dilemma here is that foreign forces cannot stay in
Afghanistan indefinitely. In reality, it is the meddling of foreigners — the Soviets
and later the Americans — that played a major factor in destabilising Afghanistan
over the last few decades, along with the endless lust for power of Afghan
strongmen and warlords.

As we have written in these columns before, the very brief window for a
negotiated settlement in Afghanistan is closing fast. Should the Taliban abandon
the peace process, it will be back to square one. The Taliban themselves need to
show more commitment to the peace process by reducing violence. The US, on
the other hand, needs to send a clear message that it intends to stick to dialogue.
Ultimately, it is down to the two major Afghan players in this geopolitical game —
the government in Kabul and the Taliban — to decide on the future of their
country. If they are unable to reach a modus vivendi, then outsiders will continue
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to interfere in Afghanistan. Several generations in Afghanistan have seen nothing
but war; it is time those that wield power in that country took bold decisions and
put an end to this long nightmare of the Afghan people.

Published in Dawn, February 20th, 2021

Source: https://www.dawn.com/news/1608365/afghanistan-peace
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Pakistan Backs Russian Bid for Afghan
Peace By Kamran Yousaf

Pakistan will attend a crucial meeting later this month in Moscow, which is being
convened by Russia with an aim to restart the stalled Afghan peace process,
officials and diplomatic sources confirmed here on Sunday.

Russia has launched a diplomatic initiative to arrange a meeting of Pakistan, the
US, China and Iran in order to develop a “collective mechanism” for the Afghan
peace efforts.

Moscow is also pushing for hosting the stalled intra-Afghan dialogue. The talks
that began in Doha in September made slow progress because of differences
between the two sides. The situation became further uncertain after the new US
administration decided to review the February 29, 2020 deal.

Against this backdrop, Russia is making efforts to seek resumption of intra-
Afghan talks and also broader regional consensus.

For this purpose, Special Representative of the Russian President for
Afghanistan, Ambassador Zamir Kabulov recently visited Islamabad and sought
Pakistan’s support for Moscow’s initiative.

Although there is no official confirmation, diplomatic sources told The Express
Tribune that Pakistan backed the initiative and will attend the meeting.

“Pakistan supports any effort that contributes to peace in Afghanistan,” a source
familiar with the development said.

Moscow hosted a similar meeting in 2018 where Afghan Taliban were for the first
time given an international stage. The US attended the meeting as an observer.
It is not clear if the US will formally join Moscow’s initiative but Iran and China are
certain to attend the meeting.
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The development comes at a time when the peace process hangs in the balance
after the US and NATO indicated that they may not withdraw their troops by May
1 as agreed in the US-Taliban deal.

The US and Afghan government have accused the Taliban of not fully
implementing the Doha accord. The US and NATO insist the troops withdrawal is
condition-based. Taliban, however, rejected the allegations that they were not
implementing the Doha agreement.

In a statement, the Taliban listed a number of steps to implement the agreement.
The statement noted that not a single American soldier was killed since the deal
was signed a year ago.

Russia backed the Taliban’s claim as Ambassador Kabulov said the insurgent
group “flawlessly” implemented the deal. He instead accused the US of not
adhering to the accord.

Moscow is not only seeking resumption of intra-Afghan talks but also proposing
an interim government by including all factions, including the Taliban. The Ashraf
Ghani administration related sharply to the Russian proposal and insisted that
the current administration had been given a five-year mandate.

With these divergences, Moscow’s meeting will be seen with a lot of skepticism
both by the Afghan government and the US. But Pakistan feels that Russia is an
important player and hence has a role in the Afghan peace process.

Key regional countries, including Pakistan, China, Russia and Iran, have broader
consensus on the Afghan peace process. They want a political settlement of the
Afghan war and also recognise the Taliban as a political entity. The Taliban
representatives have in recent years frequently travelled to these countries.

The convergence among these key regional players is aimed at preventing
Afghanistan slipping into a civil war, something that will pose threat to these
countries.

Source: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2285478/pakistan-backs-russian-bid-for-
afghan-peace
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Kashmir on The International Radar By
Sajjad Shaukat

Once, Abraham Lincoln said, “You can fool all the people some of the time, and
some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time.”
This applies aptly to the Indian fanatic Prime Minister Narendra Modi —the leader
of the extremist ruling party BJP.

In this regard, the Modi-led government unilaterally abrogated the special status
of the disputed territory of Indian lllegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (II0OJK)
on August 5, 2019, when their parliament revoked articles 35A and 370 of the
Constitution. The act split IIOJK into two territories that were to be ruled directly
by New Delhi. The purpose was to turn a Muslim majority into a minority. Other
moves such as amendment of the law, allowing Indian citizens to buy land in the
[I0JK and the issuance of domicile certificates to more than 600,000 non-
Kashmiris were part of the same scheme.

Now, more than 18 months have passed but India has continued the lockdown in
the IIOJK. New Delhi has deployed more than 900,000 military troops who have
martyred thousands of innocent Kashmiris through brutal tactics like the use of
pellet guns and phosphorus bombs. They have even continued shelling inside
the Pakistani side of Kashmir by violating the ceasefire agreement. In support of
this, other Indian rulers are also escalating tensions with Pakistan to divert
attention from the drastic situation of IIOJK and its other internal issues

The Kashmiri tragedy started after 1947 when they were denied their right to self-
determination which was recognised by the UN resolutions. On February 5,
1964, India backed out of its promise of holding a plebiscite in accordance with
the UN Security Council’s resolution of April 21, 1948. Instead, in March 1965,
the Indian Parliament passed a bill which declared Kashmir as an integral part of
the Indian union.

Since 1989, the Kashmiris have already been enduring various forms of state
terrorism; no Indian soldier has ever been taken to task. Hence, since the military
clampdown started, the Indian armed forces accelerated the employment of cruel
tactics. Almost, 100,000 Kashmiris have died in the past 30 years.
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Despite the ban on journalists’ entry in the IIOJK, some reports and images are
appearing in the world and on social media that show extrajudicial killings of the
innocent people by the ruthless Indian forces. This dreadful practice could be
judged from the martyrdom of a 65 year old individual, Bashir Ahmed Khan, on
July 1, last year. He was dragged out of his car and shot dead by paramilitary
troopers in Sopore, Srinagar. His three-year-old toddler grandson, who was
travelling with him, was later pictured sitting on his chest.

Amnesty International said, “It is a breach of the best interests of the child
principle as required to be the basis of any action by authorities under the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which India is a state party.” The UNO
stated, “Whosoever responsible for the killing in Sopore, has to be made to
account for it.” Clearly, this merciless event displays that New Delhi does not
have any qualms about murdering any Kashmiri civilian.

Taking cognizance of the Kashmiris’ plight, UN human rights experts called on
India and the international community to take urgent action to address the
alarming human rights situation in Jammu and Kashmir on August 4, 2020. They
asked to investigate all cases of human rights violations, including extrajudicial
killings, enforced disappearances, torture and arbitrary detentions.

Last year, Amnesty International said that it was, “stopping its work in India
because the government has frozen its bank accounts for highlighting rights
violations in Jammu and Kashmir...the government had sought to punish it for
that”. In the recent past, the UN Security Council, in its meetings, has reiterated
that the Kashmir issue requires to be settled according to the related Security
Council resolutions thrice. Furthermore, several British parliamentarians strongly
agreed with Pakistan’s positions on the Modi government’s brutal treatment of
the residents of the Indian occupied territory and gross human rights violations.
Even the European Parliament has repeatedly indicated that the people of I0JK
had been subjected to intolerable suppression of their freedom and fundamental
rights.

In the latest statement, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, who urged the
resolution of the Kashmir dispute in accordance with the UN resolutions, warned
that any military confrontation between two nuclear powers—Pakistan and
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India—would be a disaster for both countries and the whole world. He added,
“His good offices are always available for mediation.”

As part of Islamabad’s diplomatic efforts, the New York State Assembly had
passed a resolution on February 3, this year to observe February 5, 2021 as the
Kashmir-American Day. The day was observed to express wholehearted support
for the Pakistani nation in the just struggle for the Kashmiri people and in
securing their inalienable right to self-determination under the UN resolutions.

Moreover, Indian fake news, websites and accounts on social media against
Pakistan and IIOJK have come to the limelight of the global media. In recent
revelations, the EU DisinfoLab disclosed the leaked WhatsApp chats of the
Indian Channel Republic TV, Arnab Goswami, who exposed the sinister designs
of the Modi’s government to blame Pakistan for the false Pulwama attack and a
failed air strike on Balakot in 2019.Now, Indian perennial state terrorism and
lockdown in the [IOJK is not internal issue of New Delhi, as it is an international
one.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/22-Feb-2021/kashmir-on-the-international-radar

Buy CSS Books Cash on Delivery All over Pakistan https://cssbooks.net Call/SMS 03336042057 Page 33



https://cssbooks.net/

global point March 2021

Diplomatic Gains Made | Editorial

Ever since Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has come into power, the government
has been working hard on improving its relations with other states. An earlier visit
of Foreign Minister (FM) Shah Mehmood Qureshi to Egypt and the recently
concluded visit of Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan to Sri Lanka demonstrate
Pakistan’s shift from geo-strategic to geo-economic tendencies in its foreign

policy.

PM Khan’s visit to Sri Lanka must be seen as a foreign policy win. The PM and
his Sri Lankan counterpart Mahinda Rajapaksa reaffirmed their resolve to work
together, which indicates that the leaders understand the importance of
cooperation for growth.

Historically, the two sides have always enjoyed warm relations. In Sri Lanka’s
offensive against the rebels in particular, Islamabad and Colombo became much
closer due to the support we provided. Building on that, PM Khan’s
announcement of a military credit line worth $50 million will take the military
cooperation between the two nations to new heights. The line will expand
security sector relations between Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Ever since Sri Lanka has managed to clamp down on insurgency, Pakistan has
made even greater strides in developing armaments and defence equipment.
Perhaps Colombo can be sold the indigenous JF-17s and other technology we
are now producing independently.

Likewise, the signing of memorandums of understanding (MoUs) in many
sectors, including higher education, IT and commerce and an informal
commitment to take up the bilateral trade to $1 billion will bring the two sides
closer than ever.

PM Khan’s decision to pitch the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to Sri
Lanka reflects our desire to play an integral part in regional development and
peace. It suffices to conclude that Khan's tour was a very fruitful trip to a country
that we have had productive and meaningful relations with in a broad sphere of
issues. Khan’s efforts to reach out to countries within the region are
praiseworthy.
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These endeavours show Pakistan’s commitment to regional peace and
prosperity. It is clear that this visit was closely watched by experts and
policymakers alike in Delhi. Our overtures of peace might find more traction than
any war-mongering efforts by spoilers in South Asia.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/26-Feb-2021/diplomatic-gains-made
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Khan’s State Visit to Sri LLanka | Editorial

The fanfare and pomp that welcomed PM Khan as he touched down on Sri
Lankan soil on Tuesday was a pleasant surprise. A special documentary
recalling his cricketing days has, especially, warmed many hearts, his, and would
be remembered for long as a great gesture from a longtime friend.

Pakistan and Sri Lanka have traditionally enjoyed cordial relations, notably after
Pak Army lent the latter military support in the closing stages of its civil war.
Building on this connection, PM Khan inked an agreement to increase
intelligence sharing between the two countries and even offered an olive branch
of a $50m line of credit for defence purchases. Now, some might criticise his
move (along with his Rs 52 million sport development fund and 100 medical
scholarship) as a squandering of precious resourced amid particularly pressing
financial times. However, Khan's strategic landing should be compared to
Chinese and Indian vigorous efforts to woo this crucial player on the Indian
Ocean. Pitching the CPEC as a means to enhance bilateral trade was a much-
needed move since the two-way trade is relatively limited ($359 million last year)
when the potential stands at $2.7 billion. Pakistani sugar and cement, for
instance, can go like hot cakes in the island nation if the government is willing to
focus on these exports. Since Lankan investors are finally warming up to South
Asian markets, now is our chance to sweep in and minimise the serious COVID
hit taken by our economy.

Warm welcomes aside, the Sri Lanka visit has not offered the prime minister any
opportunity to raise any foreign policy issues. Having gained an international
reputation for taking up the issue of Islamophobia with great passion, Khan was
expected to discuss both the Kashmir issue and the forced cremation
controversy that has lately embroiled the Rajapaksa brothers. However, last
week, his scheduled address to the Sri Lankan parliament was cancelled citing
the pandemic. Given Colombo’s refusal of 15 Muslim parliamentarians request to
meet PM Khan, it would be worthwhile to consider speculations regarding Sri
Lanka’s attempt to avoid confrontation with India. Had the premier raised the
growing antipathy towards Lankan Muslims (Buddhist protests on animal
sacrifices, forced cremation of COVID patients) or New Delhi’'s expansionist
agenda in Kashmir valley, he was bound to ruffle some feathers in India.
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Khan’s visit—the first since the pandemic struck the world—calls for celebration
over the sole fact that things are returning to normal. Therefore, he cannot, and
should not, be blamed for prioritising his country’s relations over the problems
brewing within another nation. Respecting your allies’ sensitivities is what a
shrewd statesman should prudently pursue, especially if he wants the
relationship to stay the course. Yet, if he could have slid in just enough time to
answer a 13-year-old’s call for help (even using a low tone), he would have
gained both humanitarian and domestic wins. *

Source: https://dailytimes.com.pk/72807 3/khans-state-visit-to-sri-lanka/
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Hoping For Best: Future Of US-Pakistan
Relations Under Biden Administration —
Analysis By Khawaja Dawood Tarig*

As Mr. Biden was sworn in, policymakers in Islamabad took a sigh of hope. After
the contentious Trump presidency, Islamabad was hoping for a reset of its
relation with the US. President Biden was awarded Pakistan’s second-highest
civilian award back in 2008 in recognition of his continued support.

Though the U.S and Pakistan have long-standing strategic relations, it won’t
change the fact that their relations have always been transactional. It has always
been about what Pakistan can contribute to help secure U.S interests and how
Pakistan can extract concessions from the former to secure such interests. The
long-standing U.S-Pakistan relations deteriorated under Obama and Trump
administrations. The Trump administration not only stopped financial aid
earmarked to Pakistan, but unceremoniously and unprecedentedly also blocked
the Pakistani military’s access to U.S military institutes. In order to reset U.S-
Pakistan relations, both countries would have to reevaluate regional and strategic
dynamics and come up with a new set of policy tools to engage. This could be
achieved by restarting the U.S-Pakistan Strategic dialogue.

Afghanistan remains the most pressing area of concern for both the US and
Pakistan. Being committed to promoting peace in the region, Pakistan has played
an instrumental role in creating a conducive environment for the peaceful
settlement of the Afghan issue. However, the recent increase in violence and the
Biden administration’s decision to review the withdrawal agreement would likely
have an adverse effect on the success of the intra-Afghan dialogue. Both the
countries would have to find concrete confidence-building measures on a rather
urgent basis to ensure that the Afghan conflict can finally be resolved.

Pakistan’s economy cannot withstand any economic blowback that comes with
getting blacklisted by FATF. Pakistan has already complied with the demands
placed by FATF. However, the US has used FATF as a tool to exert influence on
Pakistan to manipulate its strategic direction. Now that the Afghan peace process
Is towards its conclusion, given that all sides can keep their end of the bargain.
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The US would have to create an environment for Pakistan to exit out of the FATF
grey list so that it may start to rebuild its economy. Unfortunately, keeping
Pakistan occupied in FATF would only delight the Indian policymakers. This
would ultimately let the region remain unstable. Given the significance of
Pakistan for regional peace and stability, an economically strong Pakistan would
be in a much better position to play its positive role in this regard.

Indo-U.S relations have come a long way since the days of the cold war. The two
have developed a very robust strategic partnership over the last decade. India is
being considered a regional bulwark against the rise of China. India features
heavily in U.S designs to contain China. Policymakers in Pakistan believe that
the U.S is empowering India at Islamabad’s expense to contain China. Such
favoritism is very dangerous for the strategic stability of the region. Both sides
need to find a comprehensive balance that could address Pakistan’s concern vis-
a-vis the US’ Indo-Pacific policy in which India has been given a major role by the
US. In this regard, a good start would be to exert pressure on the Indian
government to allow international media and human rights observers’ access to
lllegally India Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (I10J&K).

President Biden in his maiden foreign policy speech asserted that “America is
back. Diplomacy is back at the center of our foreign policy”. He was referring to
democratic values-based diplomacy that is cherished by the State Department.
These values include human rights, rule of law, and democracy. Indian actions in
Kashmir are a stringent rebuke to these values. Similarly, India’s slide into
extremist society and an authoritarian regime should be of grave concern to the
UsS.

In the same vein, the Sino-Pakistan strategic partnership is of concern to the US.
The latter has tried pressuring Pakistan to distance itself from China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). A reset process can allow Pakistan the opportunity to
address concerns raised by Washington. A comprehensive dialogue would not
only clear such concerns, but it might also end up in the development of a
mechanism for the U.S to become part of CPEC. At the very least, the US’
business firms should take advantage of the free trade agreement between
China and Pakistan and use Pakistan as a regional base of operations for their
trade with China.

Buy CSS Books Cash on Delivery All over Pakistan https://cssbooks.net Call/SMS 03336042057 Page 39



https://cssbooks.net/

global point March 2021

The US and Pakistan had long enjoyed strong economic relations. The former
used to be Pakistan’s largest trading partner since overtaken by China. Even
today, the U.S is one of the biggest markets for Pakistani exports. The new
administration has to devise a strategy to once again develop strong economic
ties between both countries. Strong economic relations with the U.S in turn would
likely allow Pakistan to balance its relations with both the economic superpowers.

The change of guard in Washington is always considered an opportunity for a
reset in U.S-Pakistan relations. Mr. Biden is believed to be an old foreign policy
hack. Owing to its geostrategic location, Pakistan would continue to play an
important part in regional and international politics; and no one knows this better
than POTUS himself. The US has long used Pakistan to secure its interest and
left Islamabad to dry when it was of no use. Given this approach of the US,
policymakers in Islamabad are very rightly reluctant to trust the US again and
again. The mutual distrust needs to be resolved and there might not be a more
suitable administration than the Biden to carry out this task.

*The writer is a Senior Research Fellow at Strategic Vision Institute in Islamabad,
Pakistan.

Source: https://www.eurasiareview.com/26022021-hoping-for-best-future-of-us-
pakistan-relations-under-biden-administration-analysis/
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LoC Ceasefire | Editorial

THE Pakistan-India relationship is known for its complexity and bitterness, but
there are times when surprises of a more positive kind are sprung. The recent
decision by both militaries to honour the 2003 ceasefire along the LoC certainly
qualifies as a pleasant surprise, considering the acrimony that has marked
relations of recent.

In a joint statement released after hotline contact between the respective
directors general military operations, “both sides agreed for strict observance of
all agreements ... along the LoC and all other sectors”. Considering that two
years ago on this date both nuclear-armed rivals were at the brink of war, this is
a welcome development. Moreover, too many innocent lives have been lost in
cross-border shelling and ceasefire violations last year.

The move has not gone unnoticed, with the US State Department spokesman
welcoming the move and encouraging continued “efforts to improve
communication between the two sides”. Washington has also urged Islamabad
and New Delhi to hold direct parleys on Kashmir.

It is difficult to say in concrete terms whether this development is the result of
bilateral backchannel contacts between Pakistan and India, or if the new US
administration has ‘nudged’ both actors to try and resolve their differences.
Regardless of the impetus, the fact that both sides are talking instead of facing
off at the border heralds a welcome change in the region, especially if the
bellicosity that was emerging from New Delhi not too long ago is remembered.

And while the statement covers purely military matters along the LoC, buried
within it are the seeds of normalisation, should both sides — particularly India —
wish to pursue deconfliction. The “DGMOs agreed to address each other’s core
issues/concerns which have propensity to disturb peace and lead to violence”,
the statement says. Of course, from Pakistan’s perspective Kashmir is the core
issue, and it is hoped that this and other irritants to peace are eventually
addressed in a frank and progressive manner by both sides.

However, no one should be under the illusion that the bitterness afflicting bilateral
ties will magically disappear on the basis of one statement. Peace-building is a
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long and arduous process, and when the relationship is as complex as that of
Pakistan and India, things will take time to fall into place. As for external players,
if the US is serious about peace in South Asia, it should clearly let New Delhi
know that dialogue with Pakistan needs to be continued.

In the short term, the development bodes well for the people living along the LoC,
who have paid with their lives due to Indian aggression. In the longer view, if New
Delhi genuinely wants peace with Pakistan, it should make efforts towards
restarting the dialogue process. Confidence-building measures will be more
effective once political temperatures cool and India reviews its disastrous policy
in held Kashmir.

Published in Dawn, February 27th, 2021

Source: https://www.dawn.com/news/1609662/loc-ceasefire
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Emergence of Regionalism and Pak-China-
Russia Axis By Abdul Shakoor Shah

THE multi and unipolar rink has turned Russia to the East. China and Russia,
being important regional players, have the same stance about the unipolar world
and U.S. supremacy.

The emergence of regionalism and the current regional structural design of Asia-
Pacific have provided Moscow a platform to get into regional organizations along
with other key players.

The emergence of regional organizations such as Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) and ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) spectacularly fortified
bilateral relations of Russia with both China and India.

But India aligned itself with the US, dreaming regional hegemony and is out of
regional players.

China and Russia established the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
which is constantly expanding. In 2014 Russia devised a new set of strategies in
the aftermath of economic sanctions focusing the East wing.

The Russia-West tension forced the latter to integrate with nearby Asian
economies. Earlier Moscow used to revolve around the former Soviet states and
the West. Moscow’s policy shift manifests it's striving to integrate itself into the
Asia Pacific region.

On the international front it is an endeavour to balance against the US-led
unipolar world and in regional perspective, Russia aspires to restrain the
increasing US influence through actively participating in regional affairs and
strengthening ties with the regional states. Pakistan, the only hurdle against
India-US hegemonic designs in South Asia is inevitable for any regional alliance.

Russia’s re-emergence on Asian stage will provide versatile possibilities for
Pakistan in trade, energy, development and defence. Last year's Pak-Russia
joint military drills are vivid proof of it.
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Pakistan must focus on flexible foreign policy by engaging the USSR in
regionalism.

One aspect of the Cold War was to get hold of South Asia and Moscow failed in
gaining it for obvious reasons.

The changing geo-political and eco-strategic conditions of South Asia have
attracted Russia to regain its lost rank.

Russia is actively engaging with Pakistan, China and other regional players
excluding India on two main grounds firstly due to [India’s] tense relations with
Pakistan and China; secondly its alliance with the US.

South Asian strategic lines are being redrawn. The contradictory interests of the
extra-regional actors in South Asia have muddled the region.

Russian involvement in South Asia is better to liaison with Mephistopheles than
Lucifer.

Russia backing the future Russia has jumped to the scene as a challenge for the
US after a long time.

The Russia-US transactional relations have been transitional as the US policies
have been challenging to Russian clout and kudos.

The US influence in Russian neighbours is threatening the Russian security and
its regional hold.

Russia is focusing to restrain the US influence by developing ties with China,
Pakistan, Iran and the West.

Russia wishes to ward off the US from the Middle East and South Asia; that’s
why it has re-emerged on the Asian stage.

Moscow is not only hankering after countering Washington but it is also aiming at
strengthening geo-political and eco-strategic ties with Asian states. Russian
policy shift is not sudden but it was decided in the 90s to search for new allies.

Buy CSS Books Cash on Delivery All over Pakistan https://cssbooks.net Call/SMS 03336042057 Page 44



https://cssbooks.net/

global point March 2021

Like the US, Russia is not unaware of the fact that 21st century is going to be
Asian Century; that’'s why both the US and the USSR are inclined to Asia to great
extent otherwise the US has no immediate danger from South Asia.

Moscow and Beijing are also enjoying a good relationship and cooperating in
economic and political spheres.

Integration with Asian regionalism will provide an opportunity for a new image for
Moscow as a Euro-Pacific country, not only as a Eurasian or European one.
Since 1996, Russian foreign policy has been fairly sundry.

Many Asian players, including China, Japan, India, Pakistan and member states
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), have provided a
favourable environment for achieving Russian objectives. Asian markets lured
Russia to trail Asian tracks.

Russian bend to the East is to get rid of the West economic dependency. Since
2012 Moscow’s policy is China-centric to counter the unipolar world.

However, Russia has developed ties with the rest of Asiatic zone to avoid
Chinese dependency labels.

Pakistan’s alliance with the West pushed Russia towards India’s margin.

Now firstly we are less dependent on the West, secondly India has aligned itself
with the US and thirdly from all angles Pakistan is much more advantageous for
Russia than Hindu state.

Now both the states are on good terms in almost all spheres of mutual interests.
In South Asia, Russia is left with no alternative except Pakistan and China.
Afghanistan is a gateway to Central Asian States.

China, Russia and Pakistan have played their role in a peaceful and stabilized
Afghanistan.

Buy CSS Books Cash on Delivery All over Pakistan https://cssbooks.net Call/SMS 03336042057 Page 45



https://cssbooks.net/

global point March 2021

Along with it, Pak-China has made alternate gate way the CPEC, in case of
uneven situation occurs in Afghanistan. Russia is the largest producer of oil and
gas in the world. China and Pakistan’s increasing demands can easily be
achieved through Russia and Central Asia.

The Gwadar Port has great economic significance and holds a special position
for Moscow.

Russia will also get long-sought access to sea transit routes for trade. Pakistan
and Russia are getting ahead tremendously in all fields of cooperation especially
in strategic and defence sectors.

The Beijing-Moscow strategic alliance is developing regional peace and stability.
The fair-weather friendship of the US and its alliance with our eternal rival India

has compelled Pakistan to look for new regional options.

China-Pakistan-Russia axis can help in bringing closer South, Central and East
Asia, in the best interests of trilateral cooperation.

—The writer is Prof in English, based in Lahore, Pakistan

Source: https://pakobserver.net/emergence-of-regionalism-and-pak-china-russia-
axis/
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FATE’s Appreciation | Editorial

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), in its plenary meeting decided to retain
Pakistan on the grey list. The case of Pakistan will be reassessed next at the
extraordinary plenary session in June this year.

This was expected; sources from within the PM house claim that the reason for
the lack of a diplomatic offensive in anticipation of the review stemmed from the
knowledge that June would bring about our removal from the list.

The assessment report shows that Pakistan has made significant progress on
the twenty-seven-point plan that was agreed to by Islamabad. If we look at
Pakistan’s journey, the country has made huge progress from January 2019
when it had to address 25 incomplete points to this day, when it only has three
partially complete actionable items. The government deserves credit for showing
such an improved level of compliance.

Islamabad’s hard work has paid off, and now the country is nearing the finishing
line. Authorities need to burn the midnight oil to satisfy FATF in the next session
to get Pakistan out of the grey list permanently.

Remaining on the grey list for such a long period has not cost us politically only.
The economic costs are also enormous. According to one report, our placement
on the grey list may have resulted in cumulative GDP losses of around $38
billion. This is a very huge amount.

However, it is also true that the plan that FATF handed over to Pakistan was the
most rigorous that was ever given to any country. Therefore, our progress is
nothing short of commendable. And Pakistan’s significant improvement on 24
points shows that we are far away from the once lingering threat of being
blacklisted.

It is now time to step up diplomatic efforts to make FATF appreciate Pakistan’s
remarkable journey. Furthermore, Islamabad must also persuade FATF to put
India under increased monitoring because of its financial assistance to anti-state
actors that are destabilising the region.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/27-Feb-2021/fatf-s-appreciation
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ECONOMY

Digital Economy | Editorial

The annual report for 2020 released by Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) shows positive growth trends about Pakistan’s digital economy. According
to the report, more than 90 million users, around 42.2 percent of the total
population, are now benefiting from broadband services. The increase of more
than 13 million internet users during the coronavirus pandemic is enormous.
Undoubtedly, the single biggest reason behind this growth is the pandemic.
Educational institutions and business shifted to online activities, and many
individuals and organisations switched to the work-from-home policy.

There were around 20 million internet users in Pakistan only five years ago. The
data compiled in the annual report of PTA show that the growth trends increased
by 17 per cent during fiscal year (FY) 2020. This is undoubtedly a great
achievement. The accelerated internet penetration indicates that the stage is how
all set for us to truly go digital.

Pakistan’s internet market is ideal for investment purposes. The government can
earn giant fruits for itself and the population. With a mass influx of users, this is
the opportunity that the government cannot waste. Authorities and policymakers
must offer incentivised policies to attract businesses and corporations to invest in
infrastructure so that access is no longer a problem for prospective internet users
in Pakistan. Moreover, the government also needs to engage tech giants and
companies in software and tech development by allowing them to take initiatives
with Pakistani youth.

Pakistan has the fourth largest pool of freelancers in the world. Officials can lure
tech companies to invest in Pakistan and allow for these freelancers to gain
mainstream employment, or at the very least, a chance to increase their
incomes. The government needs to direct the new generations’ energies and
creativities towards the digital economy. The possibility of gaining financial
stability while earning from the internet is limitless with the size of our potential
digital labour force and market.

Source: https://nation.com.pk/03-Feb-2021/digital-economy
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Tax Reforms Challenge | Editorial

A leading think tank, Policy Research Institute of Market Economy, has recently
reviewed tax reforms under the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and the
report does not look pretty. Out of the 10 electoral promises about reforming the
tax system, ending tax machinery corruption and introducing more equitable
taxation, the government is only said to have achieved one target fully over the
last two-and-a-half years.

The report does, however, make note of the government’s efforts to reform tax
policy and even acknowledges the fact that half a tenure is not sufficient time to
roll out effective changes in a country that faces a myriad of socio-economic
challenges. Still, the abysmally low number of income tax filers—less than 10 per
cent tax-to-GDP ratio—is a worrisome indicator of the gross failure in broadening
the extremely narrow tax base. As per an FBR tax report in 2019, around three
million people had filed income tax returns, albeit a majority of which had
declared below-threshold income. This number was said to have reduced by
nearly 23 per cent last year. With the tax collection said to have lagged around
Rs 300 billion (according to IMF projections) in the year 2020, Pakistan is all set
for an even more disappointing, cash-strapped budget this year. Then again, no
progress has been made in the much-touted promise to shift towards direct
taxation. “The share of direct taxes has remained fixed at 38 per cent,” lamented
the report. The government, surely, can’t rely on indirect taxation in the light of
the dismal projected increase (up to 40 per cent) in Pakistanis living below the
poverty line post-pandemic. Whether the government wishes to continue
burdening its low and middle-income citizens at the expense of the wealthy, there
just aren’t enough proletariats to make go!

To bring taxpayers in Pakistan up to the level of other countries, the ruling
powers need to convince them of what they would get in return. Increasing
transparency as to where would their money be utilised for is a great stepping-
stone to build credibility. Quashing concerns over fair distribution of the tax
burden could help the government start with a clean slate. Another way to level
the field would be for the government officials and political representatives to
bring into open the taxes they have been paying, the assets they own and the
sources they have used to acquire those assets. Mere tightening of the screws
won'’t do the trick.
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Nonetheless, the FBR should be appreciated for reducing the transaction cost of
paying taxes and introducing the electronic payment facility. Its intense
crackdown against illicit and smuggled goods led to the seizure of goods to the
tune of Rs 29 billion. Under PM Khan, the FBR has also upped its ante against
20,000 wealthy non-filers and 42 corrupt tax collection officers. Still, no notable
action has yet been taken against the non-filers and none of the suspended
officials has been dismissed.

If renouncing tax evasion is to be pursued comprehensively, the government
needs to bring powerful landowners under its net. The agriculture sector, which
accounts for 21 per cent of GDP, pays less than one per cent of all taxes. The
manufacturing sector, on the other hand, contributes 13 per cent of GDP but
pays 52 per cent of all taxes. But politically-mighty agriculturalists would be a
slippery catch.

Despite a strong commitment to uphaul the tax system in Pakistan, no effort can
succeed unless tax compliance is increased, tax exemptions are reduced and the

tax base is broadened—equitably and fairly.

Source: https://dailytimes.com.pk/721177/tax-reforms-challenge/
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Asia — The New Centre of Gravity By
Rashid A Mughal

FOR more than two decades now with the rise of China, as major economic
engine in the East and its rising political and economic role and clout, particularly
in the neighbouring countries and generally in the entire world, the importance of
America and European powers has been on the decline. In the recent past two
major events, the economic meltdown in 2008 and the Trump’s disastrous
policlinics during the last four years further dented the American image and the
Brexit controversy which lingered on for years, leading to exit of the UK from the
European Union, caused immense harm in terms of uncertainty and economic
fall-out and political fragmentation. This situation not only helped China, which
continued its spectacular rise and became the major economic power, replacing
US and with its OBOR initiative, is connecting to the entire world.

Countries like China, India and Indonesia, thanks to enormous populations, have
some of the world’s biggest economies, and have become economic and political
powers. According to the trends shown by economic indicators it seems that
most of the growth in the world economy in the next decade will be seen in Asia.
This will have far reaching implications not only in improving the lot of the poor
and reduction of poverty globally but also in striking a balance between the rich
and the poor. Unfortunately this narrowing of income gaps will do little or nothing
for the world’s poorest population miserably living in African countries whose only
involvement in the global economy has been through the exploitation of the
natural resources seem to be facing a bleak future but even for some of them
there could be hope for two reasons. The first is growth in consumer spending in
Asia and China in particular which may lead to a higher commodity price. The
second is the possibility that Europe and Asia may finally agree to re-examine
and rationalize their protective policies for food and agriculture sector. If this
happens this would open up unprecedented possibilities for advancement of the
poor in Africa, North America and the Caribbean. Health sector has not achieved
much. While it is less increasingly become difficult for most of the people to
afford quality medical treatment it is equally impossible to meet the quality
educational cost for the children for large portion of population.
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Much ink has been spilt in analyzing the rise of these Asian economies. The
main factors were their export-orientation, good education, macroeconomic
stability and strong government leadership. But geopolitics also played an
important role in the context of the Cold War, as the US offered official
assistance and opened its markets to friends in Asia. And all of these successful
economies — the economic tigers of the East, were motivated to become strong
and stable. China stunned the world with three decades of over 10% growth
rates, following its opening up, which began in 1978 (more recently, Vietham
launched a similar opening to the world economy). Today, the future of the
Chinese economy is bright, as the government seems to be tacking the social
and political risks of undertaking reform, prudently. India is the other Asian giant,
with an enormous population. It began its reform in the early 1990s and has
since achieved good economic growth. While there is a lot of positive momentum
in the Indian system, it also faces immense challenges — both social and
political.

You only have to look back to the nature of some of the factors driving emerging
Asia’s high-growth period to glean insights. As populations are aging in the West,
there will be less energetic, youthful populations to drive growth. This will help
Asian countries which have a strong and formidable base of young population of
working age. Now that many countries are already highly urbanized, there will be
less new movements of people from the rural areas to the city. Overtime, the
benefits of backwardness also fade as countries have copied the easy lessons
from world leaders. The growth in China, the most important trading partner for
virtually all other Asian economies, is driving the economic growth potential of
everyone. However arrival of Donald Trump at the leadership of the US and his
trade wars with China resulted in a deterioration of some of the key factors that
have driven Asia’s development—an open US market, a relatively benign
security environment and a stable global economic system.

But digging behind the mechanical story of economic growth is a deeper story of
institutions and politics. What is required for successful economic development
are “inclusive economic institutions”, as argued by Daron Acemoglu and James
A. Robinson, noted economists. Such institutions “allow and encourage
participation by the great mass of people in economic activities that make best
use of their talents and skills and that enable individuals to make the choices
they wish”. They “require secure property rights and economic opportunities not
just for the elite, but for a broad cross-section of society” And behind inclusive
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economic institutions are inclusive political institutions. The enemy of economic
development is “extractive political institutions” which “concentrate power in the
hands of a narrow elite and place a few constraints on the exercise of this
power”. This elite then usually structures economic institutions in order to extract
resources from the rest of society.

Population — young population in fact — plays an important role in Asia’s
economic development. Asia has enormous economic size, with 55% of the
world’s population, Asia’s rapid economic growth has enabled it to grow its share
of the world economy from 13% in 1960 to 31% in 2015 (the West, represented
by the OECD member countries, accounts for only 18% of the world’s population,
and has seen its share of world GDP decline commensurately). And there are a
plethora of projections from organizations like the Asian Development Bank, the
OECD and PWC which predict that in the coming decades, Asia will account for
more than half of the world economy. It is true that their enormous economic size
gives countries like China, India and Indonesia “market power” which attracts
Western and other businessmen. China has large pools of investible funds that
can be used for both economic and political purposes like establishing the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank, and the Belt and Road Initiative. Large economic
resources can also finance militaries which can project power and intimidate
smaller neighbours, as reflected in the arms race presently underway in Asia.
China, India, Japan and Korea all figure among the world’s top ten for military
expenditure.

Perhaps the greatest limit on Asia’s power comes from the poor relations
between Asian countries — for example, China-Japan, Japan-South Korea,
Vietnam-China, India-Pakistan, India-China and North Korea. Asian countries
may together account for half of the world economy in a few decades time, but
they are unable to join forces in a way that they can become a dominant force.
The very low trust among Asian countries means that they have difficulty
cooperating with each other to make Asia a dominant force.

— The writer is former DG (Emigration) and consultant ILO, IOM.

Source: https://pakobserver.net/asia-the-new-centre-of-gravity/
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CPEC 2.0 | Editorial

A project so huge it invites anxiety and awe alike, the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor is nothing like Pakistan has ever seen before. Promising concrete
carpeted highways to the tune of $60 billion, special industrial zones, energy
projects said to generate around 9000 MW of electricity, the government was
bound to be enthusiastic about the “game-changer” plan. The whole country is.
But the very fact that Pakistan’s silver lining has not yet ushered in the prosperity
it repeatedly promised is an undeniable cause for concern.

Despite Prime Minister Imran Khan regularly waging rallying cries of delivering on
the ambitious project at “any cost,” his bureaucracy does not appear ready to live
up to his expectations. Abject unproductivity echoed across Wednesday’s
meeting of the CPEC cabinet committee that ended within minutes. Even after
being sternly warned in a previous meeting that failure to remove irritants for fast-
paced execution of the CPEC projects would be brought to the premier’s notice,
the ministries returned with nothing but time requests. This momentum in
carrying out the multi-million dollar project is being regularly questioned by both
local opposition and international rivals’ campaigns.

CPEC'’s star player, Gwadar Port and Free Zone, continues to suffer from official
backlog despite being functional for one year. The federal revenue bureau has
still not defined Gwadar Free Zone policyand Customs rules and regulations;
chopping down all business

activities. Therefore, none of the 42 potential investors (given licenses) has
broken ground in the economic zone. Additional constraints include delays in
construction of the breakwater and capital dredging of berthing area on top of
land under possession of the Pakistan Coast Guard and Pakistan Navy.
Regarding the Mainline-1 project, the committee is still struggling as to what
currency to use to secure Chinese loan and what insurance tariff to agree to.

There remain no qualms about the immense importance the cross-Pakistan
project holds for its economy as well as its society. Still, to use this opportunity to
its best advantage, Islamabad needs to regain its full-throttle drive on CPEC
projects. First and foremost, the government needs to quell all corruption
rumours. The official heading the CPEC commission is deemed highly
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controversial in the light of the infamous Papa John’s scandal. Then again, there
remains the issue of the authority’s blanket immunity from watchdog bodies’
investigations. How can the Chinese authorities and provincial governments be
expected to give unflinching support to a body that has been tainted in such an
unprecedented manner? It is oft-argued that corruption scandals tarnishing
CPEC projects are kept under wraps only because of fears over China’s
displeasure. Khan’s team should rise to the occasion with transparency and
credibility-building exercises.

Making use of synergistic coordination, the government’s goals should revolve
around developing its capacity to plan projects that best absorb concessionary
loans and grants. Effective dissemination of information that the prosperity would
come to entire Pakistan, not just cities in Punjab and Sindh, could well quash
hostility in Balochistan. A united Pakistan would mean a secure platform that
shapes CPEC projects as a whole.

China has repeatedly asserted that Pakistan stands to attract extensive Chinese
investment if it provides a business-friendly environment. Therefore, cutting the
bureaucratic tape so that potential investors can register and operate in SEZs
sans wasting time should be prioritised by the government.

Extending CPEC to Afghanistan and distributing its low-hanging fruit to all
provinces would help seize this never-before-seen opportunity in the best
manner possible. The ball is surely in Islamabad’s court. It remains to be seen
how many wickets would it take.

Source: https://dailytimes.com.pk/720526/cpec-2-0/
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US-China Reset Key To Brighter Global
Economic Prospects — Analysis By Dan
Steinbock

After four years of US-Sino tensions, the Biden administration could speed up US
recovery, while restoring bilateral trust with China. That would foster global
economic prospects. The reverse would undermine those prospects.

In the United States, the third wave of the COVID-19 peaked with 250,000
confirmed cases daily after the holiday period. Following the catastrophic
mishandling of the pandemic by the Trump administration, total cases are
approaching 27 million and the 440,000 deaths exceed US military fatalities in
World War II.

After effective containment, confirmed cases in China remain below 90,000. With
the Spring Festival holidays just days away, recent resurgences have renewed
concerns about outbreaks and people have been urged to avoid travels during
holidays. Despite some unease, public-health authorities believe a major
outbreak is unlikely.

The key question is will China’s recovery prevail amid the dire global landscape
and will US recovery begin later in the year. Due to the great size of the two
economies, the former is vital to many emerging and developing countries, while
the latter is critical to major advanced economies.

Both require restoring US-Sino trust after years of devastation.

In the past year, US economy suffered a -3.5% contraction, despite ultra-low
interest rates, low inflation, weak dollar and huge fiscal injections.

The CARES Act has kept economy humming between the lockdowns. However,
exports have contracted. Industrial production has begun to recover, but even
more slowly than consumption. Last November, US trade deficit in goods jumped
to record high. Better days won'’t return before a critical mass of vaccinations,
around the 3rd quarter of the year.
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Here’s the caveat: The consumption-led recovery is leveraged to the hilt, relying
on costly stimuli and rapidly-rising debt. In the past four years, US national debt
has soared to more than $28 trillion, which puts US federal debt-to-GDP ratio at
128%.

How will the Democrats cope with the debt burden?

Instead of focusing on the size of US debt, says Jason Furman, President
Obama’s former lead economic adviser, “policymakers should assess fiscal
capacity in terms of real interest payments, ensuring they remain comfortably
below 2 percent of GDP.” That would ensure adequate fiscal support and needed
public investments, while maintaining a sustainable public debt.

As a share of GDP, the cost of servicing US debt has fallen since 2000, even as
federal debt has increased. Low interest rates make it easier to pay off debts.
However, deficits will more than double from 2010-19 to 10.9% percent of GDP
in 2041-50, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office. By 2050,
debt as a percentage of GDP will amount close to 200% of the GDP, as net
spending for interest as a share of GDP could quadruple over 2031-50.

That’s a ticking time bomb.

China: key indexes signal broad recovery

In 2020, China’s real GDP growth of 2.3 percent exceeded expectations. It was
the only major economy to avoid negative economic growth. The performance
relied on fiscal and monetary support, but as recovery is accelerating, monetary
easing no longer seems warranted.

Although consumption is still constrained, investment is likely to be buoyed by
government-financed infrastructure projects and solid performance in the
property market. In November, the indexes for manufacturing, service, trade and
consumption were encouraging, while growth in the 4th quarter of last year rose
to 6.5 percent year-on-year as consumers returned to malls, restaurants and
cinemas.

Thanks to across-the-board recovery, the yuan has surged in strength against
the US dollar and other major currencies.
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Despite US-Sino tensions, foreign companies continue to pour money into China,
thanks to the new foreign investment law to further open up the economy. In real
terms, inbound foreign direct investment hit a record high of $144 billion in 2020.

In November, China signed the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) agreement with the 10 ASEAN member states, plus Japan, South Korea,
Australia and New Zealand. That will boost regional trade and boost recovery.

The impressive increase in China’s exports pushed the trade surplus to a record
high in December, with soaring demand for medical equipment to fight the
pandemic. Thanks to the effective containment of the epidemic in the 2nd quarter
2020, Chinese factories could respond to the global demand for such products,
while other countries struggled with quarantines and lockdowns.

Importantly, the integration of the Chinese financial market with the global
financial markets has accelerated, thanks to China’s regulatory reforms have.
Consequently, foreign ownership of onshore Chinese stocks and bonds is likely
to increase in 2021.

From Cold War to partners and rivals

After decades of US-Sino progress, Trump let high-level dialogues crumble in
economic, law enforcement, and cultural affairs as well as diplomatic and
security relations. These multi-level dialogues should be restored to foster
strategic trust that took four decades to build and four years to kill.

After the Phase-I deal, China was obliged to buy $200 billion in additional US
imports over two years on top of pre-trade war purchase levels. That was
impossible amid Trump protectionism and global pandemic. What is needed is a
reset to re-build a new appropriate path of dialogue in bilateral trade and
advanced technology.

Before the trade wars, US investment to China averaged $15 billion per year,
whereas Chinese investment in the US soared to $45 billion. US investment to
China has persisted and most US companies plan to stay there. Yet, Chinese
investment in the US has been forced to plunge. It is time to restart bilateral
investment talks to facilitate a new rapprochement.
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Despite political differences, US-China military exchanges used to feature high-
level visits, exchanges between defense officials, and functional interactions. As
these engagements fell by two-thirds in the Trump era, bilateral tensions have
surged in South and East China Sea and a major conflict may be just a matter of
time. What's needed is a restart in military dialogues, at all levels and in all
arenas.

China fueling over a third of global growth prospects

This year China’s economic growth is expected to rise further to 7 to 8 percent,
followed by stabilization to 5.5% in 2022. Rapid recovery has brought Chinese
economy closer to the US economic output, which it could surpass by the late
2020s.

Assuming the Biden administration can avoid new economic and pandemic
pitfalls, US growth could rise to 5.0 percent, followed by stabilization to 2.2
percent in 2022.

In both cases, positive spillover effects would support global economic recovery.

The question is whether the Biden administration will opt for a cooperative
scenario, which would result in some tariffs, moderated protectionism and efforts
to avoid redundant conflicts, which would facilitate US recovery and global
economic prospects. A reverse scenario would push those very same prospects
back to the edge of global depression.

In December, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) forecast that global GDP will reach the pre-pandemic level by the end of
2021. In this view, China will account for over a third of world economic
expansion.

That contribution is critical to global economy.

The article was released by China-US Focus on Feb. 8, 2021

Source: https://www.eurasiareview.com/09022021-us-china-reset-key-to-
brighter-global-economic-prospects-analysis/
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The Centrality of Geo-Economics By Talat
Masood

As always, but more so in recent times, geo-economics has acquired great
significance due to its vital role in national development and its impact on foreign
and security policy. Generally, those national leaders that focused on traditional
security and combined it with economic security taking advantage of their
country’s geographic location were able to give their people a better quality of life
and exercise greater level of freedom.

Sustained economic growth merged with economic integration within the country
and with its friendly neighbours is the surest path that will uplift Pakistan,
contribute toward the well-being of its people, and enhance its defence
capabilities. Presently, Pakistan’s anaemic economy, dependent on foreign
assistance — the IMF, the World Bank and friendly countries — has little space
of manoeuvrability in foreign and economic policies and has to operate under a
strict financial regime.

In fact, the centrality of Pakistan’s relations with China, apart from the strategic
dimension and strengthening defence, aims at lifting its economy by placing it on
more durable lines. The China—Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is largely
based on this concept and if faithfully implemented along with other major
national pursuits should place the country on an upward trajectory. And give
strength, sustenance and durability to the China-Pakistan relationship.

This shows how invaluable is Pakistan’s geographic location. But more
importantly, are we as a nation truly exploiting the centrality of our geography for
economic well-being or are we merely content with what our Chinese allies or
others are doing for us or for themselves?

Looking back, history reminds us that we exploited our geography more for
global powers than for ourselves. The backlash of policies pursued by the United
States during the Afghan jihad on Pakistan was far too severe and hardly
compensated by the military and economic assistance that we received from
them. With the US, apart from seeking normalisation of relations and cooperation
in areas of common interest such as working toward peace in Afghanistan,
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Pakistan would like to expand and give depth to its economic relationship. Our
heavy reliance on leveraging the country’s geo-strategic location for others has
its limits and overplaying this card becomes counterproductive as history reminds
us.

At present the civil war in Afghanistan is a major impediment for Pakistan to fully
benefit from intra-regional trade with Central Asian countries. Unfortunately, as
the situation stands there are remote chances of any likelihood that the security
situation would improve in the near term. The Chinese are, however, expecting to
maximise the use of CPEC by using the Gwadar port for shipment of goods and
services from western China.

The most striking feature of Washington’s policy that affects Pakistan is building
India’s economic, military and strategic potential against China that could be
directed against us. The US is injecting investments and boosting India’s
economic growth by supporting its industrial and agricultural production, easing
transfer of defense and space technology and providing modern weaponry.

Our political leadership’s focus on economic and financial issues is mostly
peripheral. It should engage more critically and give economy the importance it
deserves if Pakistan is to overcome its perennial dependence. Major thrust of
national policy debates should be preferably economy related subjects. In
parliament, important economic matters fall prey to political squabbles and only a
few parliamentarians have the interest and understanding to engage in these
subjects.

While most of the world moves at a fast pace, we take decades to decide the fate
of our sick enterprises whether it be the Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) or other state
entities. The PSM has remained a victim of state neglect and political
gamesmanship costing billions of rupees to the exchequer. And those
responsible for placing hurdles in the sale of the Steel Mills with ulterior motives
have gone scot free. Hopefully, the great burden of these state industries would
end soon with their privatisation.

We have to upgrade our education system and devote greater resources to the
health sector for strengthening the economy and increasing national productivity.
These measures would also contribute in coping with growing demands of the
global economy. Successive governments have failed to give a high priority to
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these two vital sectors resulting in retarding economic growth and fall in exports.
There were hopes attached to the PTI government that they would focus on
these areas as PM Imran Khan had repeatedly emphasised their importance
before coming to power. Moreover, by adopting a Single National Curriculum
(SNC) which appears to be a favourite plan of the government we may be
regressing and playing with the destiny of the country rather than moving
forward.

The impact of the pandemic on the economy has been severe at the global and
national level. This required greater professional expertise in dealing with which
we fortunately had to an extent in the person of the Finance Minister and State
Bank Governor and a few others. What we need is more officials to be well-
versed in financial matters. Inefficient management of national resources and
political pressures over extended periods has resulted in the continuous rise of
national debt. As of August 2020, the total debt and liabilities of Pakistan was
estimated to be Rs44.2 trillion ($270 billion) which is 106.8% of GDP, much
higher than the safe limit of 77% which is the internationally accepted criteria.

The rising Chinese economic power is being thwarted by the US by trying to
place several hurdles in its way. But despite that China’s economy is moving
ahead and was the only major power whose GDP was growing at an appreciable
pace. According to experts, government-led investment and demand for Chinese
goods globally were the major factors that helped China to boost its exports and
revive its economy at a faster rate. This augurs well for Pakistan as it is a major
beneficiary of Chinese loans and its aided projects.

A weak economy limits options in foreign and economic policies. Global politics
centers largely on the economy and influences relations between countries. It is
in Pakistan’s vital interest to make the economy the centerpiece of its foreign and
national policy.

Published in The Express Tribune, February 17th, 2021.

Source: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2284484/1
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CPEC: Wider Regional Integration By Brig
(R) Muhammad Khan

THE most significant and decisive factor in the interstate relationship of the
states is the bilateral trust and mutual respect of each other’s sovereignty.

In international relations these aspects are driven by national interests of the
states. In the relationship of Pakistan and China bilateral trust and mutual respect
of each other’s sovereignty have been the defining factors.

Generally, there has been convergence of national interests of both states in
many areas. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is the latest
manifestation of trust, mutual respect and shared national interests with common
developmental goals of both countries.

CPEC is aimed to drive practical cooperation between the two countries for the
development of port facilities at Gwadar and other projects like energy resources,
infrastructure development and industrial cooperation.

The ultimate objective of these projects is economic opportunities for the masses
of the two countries and other regions of Asian Continent.

Siegfried O. Wolf authored a book entitled, “The China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor of the Belt and Road Initiative: Concept, Context and Assessment”. The
essence of this book is that CPEC is a project of immense significance for
Pakistan and China.

The book provides an in-depth analysis of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI); the
gigantic Chinese project, which encompasses a set of corridors and Maritime Silk
route spreading over three continents: Asia, Africa and Europe.

The author highlighted the philosophy behind Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and
more about the strategy of Economic Corridors (ECs).The primary objectives of
having these economic corridors are to connect China with its neighbours and
then other regions and countries beyond Asia.
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Contextualizing from history, the ancient Silk Road started during the westward
expansion of Chinese Han Dynasty from; 206 BCE to 220 CE.

It forged trade networks passing through the contemporary Central Asian Region,
Afghanistan, India and today’s Pakistan to further south, reaching over to
European and African continents.

The BRI is therefore, revival of the old Silk Road and Maritime Route by modern
Chinese leadership. The enormous size of Chinese economy and heavy
industrialization warrants new communication corridors and routes in this highly
interconnected and globalized world.

Besides, China needs energy resources and raw material in order to maintain its
sustained growth and economic development.

The huge industrial base of China lacked the needed energy resources on a
long-term basis.

China is currently importing over 50% of its energy resources from Middle East
region and African countries.

Besides, it imports over 30 oil and gas from Central Asian region and Russia.
Chinese imports and energy resources from the Middle East and Africa have to
pass through Indian Ocean region, before entering the South China Sea.

Since Indian Navy is dominating the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), therefore in a
future scenario there may be constraints for Chinese trade at the Strait of
Malacca; a key point in the Indian Ocean.

Strait of Malacca is a narrow passage of water between the Indonesian island of
Sumatra and the Malay Peninsula. In 2003, Chinese Government highlighted its
vulnerability at Malacca; ‘Chinese Malacca Dilemma’.

There have been many studies under Chinese Government and at the level of its
think-tanks and universities to find out alternative routes for Chinese trade and
energy imports.
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Well deliberated findings of all such studies concluded that, in case there is a
blockade of Malacca Strait, there are a few alternative routes available to China
for its trade and oil imports.

Other available alternatives are either incompatible to take on the weight of
modern ships and heavy traffic or else causing heavy expenditures owing to
longer routes.

CPEC is the only secure and guaranteed alternative which can guarantee an
uninterrupted flow of Chinese trade and energy resources.

It is shortest route, less expensive and more secure for the sustenance of
Chinese energy and trade needs. Chinese leadership had selected CPEC after
years of deliberations while weighing its pros and cons.

President Xi Jinping is the architect of this project, who has been embarked upon
the position of life-time President and Secretary General of Communist Party of
China (CPC).

From the Chinese perspective CPEC is the most significant part of BRI. Its
(CPEC) timely completion will provide a boost for the completion of other projects
and corridors of the BRI.

The Chinese dream for global governance through its soft approach depends a
lot on the implementation of BRI and completion of CPEC will be a booster for
the BRI. In a rapidly evolving regional and global security situation, Pakistan
holds the key for the continuance of Chinese economic development by providing
a secure energy corridor.

Sequel to the development and operationalization of Gwadar Port, completion of
CPEC as per scheduled is the real challenge, facing China and Pakistan.

Despite its financial constraints, Pakistan has dedicated two security divisions
under Pakistan Army for ensuring security of the CPEC from Khunjerab Pass to
Gwadar.

In 21st century, economy (trade and commerce) drives the world politics. The
strategic competition and the trade war between Washington and Beijing should
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not hamper the CPEC, since it is a project of economic benefits for all regional
states including India, Iran, Central Asian and GCC states.

Whereas, CPEC effectively addresses the Chinese Malacca Dilemma, it provides
a golden opportunity for the wider integration between various regions and states
of Asian Continent. Now, it is up to the leadership of the Asian states to secure
the future of their posterity through a visionary approach and prudence.

Source: https://pakobserver.net/cpec-wider-regional-integration/
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How the WTO Changed China By Yeling
Tan

When China joined the World Trade Organization in 2001, the event was hailed
as a pivotal development for the global economic system and a bold marker of
the country’s commitment to reform. It took 15 long years of negotiation to reach
the deal, a reflection of the challenge of reconciling China’s communist command
economy with global trading rules and of the international community’s insistence
that China sign on to ambitious commitments and conditions. U.S. officials had
high hopes that those terms of entry would fix China on the path of market
liberalization and integrate the country into the global economic order. U.S.
President Bill Clinton called Beijing’s accession to the WTO “the most significant
opportunity that we have had to create positive change in China since the 1970s”
and argued that it would “commit China to play by the rules of the international
trading system.”

Chinese President Jiang Zemin and Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji evinced similar
resolve in securing WTO membership. In their view, joining the organization was
not only appropriate for a country of China’s size and economic potential; it would
also force China to move forward on necessary domestic reforms. Chinese state
media noted at the time that entry into the WTO would “expedite the process of
China’s reform and opening up”; spur the “cleaning up of laws, regulations, and
policies”; facilitate the establishment of an “impartial, efficient judicial system”;
and bring much-needed external competition to the country’s inefficient state-
owned enterprises (SOEs). China accepted far more stringent terms than any
other new member before or since. These commitments included not just large
cuts to tariffs on imports into China but also a sweeping overhaul of domestic
institutions and policies to allow market forces freer rein within the economy.
Beijing pledged to improve the rule of law by strengthening courts and increasing
protections of intellectual property rights, to allow firms greater autonomy and
limit the government’s interference in their affairs, and to revamp regulation to
make governance more transparent.

Such commitments generated widespread anticipation that China’s accession to
the WTO would bring about major change and tie a rising China more tightly to
global economic networks and institutions. But these hopes now seem like
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wishful thinking. In 2018, the office of Robert Lighthizer, the U.S. trade
representative, proclaimed that the United States had “erred in supporting
China’s entry into the WTO,” arguing that China’s “state-led, mercantilist trade
regime” was “incompatible with the market-based approach expressly envisioned
by WTO members.” Kurt Campbell and Ely Ratner, two former Obama
administration officials, claimed in these pages in 2018 that “the liberal
international order has failed to lure or bind China as powerfully as expected.” By
most accounts, in Washington and more broadly, China’s economic model has
not turned toward market liberalism since 2001 but instead consolidated into a
form of state capitalism that Beijing hopes to export globally. WTO membership,
the new consensus goes, has allowed China access to the American and other
global economies without forcing it to truly change its behavior, with disastrous
consequences for workers and wages around the world. China seems to pay lip
service to international norms and still play by its own rules, taking advantage of
loopholes and naive policymakers abroad.

But if the hopes for China’s WTO accession were overblown, so is this new
consensus, which oversimplifies a complex story that holds different lessons
about the path of, and prospects for, China’s reform and about the future of trade
liberalization globally. China has surely not followed the course envisioned by
Clinton—or, for that matter, that anticipated by Jiang and Zhu. But rather than
judge China’s WTO entry in the categorical terms of success or failure, a more
productive way forward would be to understand the ways in which WTO
membership did lead to positive change within China—and when and why that
positive change started to slow and then reverse. Joining the WTO had a
stronger liberalizing effect in some parts of the Chinese state than in others, and
that liberalization was more forceful at some points in time than at others. At least
for a few years, China’s accession to the trade body bolstered Chinese reformists
and helped authorities push through necessary changes, in the process showing
that multilateral institutions can boost domestic reform in China. But the impetus
for reform wavered, and other actors within China pushed in opposite directions,
steering the economy toward greater state control. It's not impossible to foster
positive change in China, but it will be uneven, contested, and require ongoing
pressure and engagement from the outside.

THE SUM OF ITS PARTS
China first embarked on the path of reform under Deng Xiaoping in 1978, when
the Chinese leader began to gradually open the economy by decollectivizing
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agriculture. Beijing accelerated these market-oriented reforms in the ensuing
years, granting more leeway to private enterprises, opening the door to foreign
firms, and steadily privatizing large SOEs. An economy that had become
moribund in the 1970s was growing at a breakneck clip of nearly ten percent per
year by the late 1990s. But that story of rapid growth and incipient liberalization
concealed a much more complicated picture: China’s economy consisted of a
welter of different actors pursuing different, sometimes contradictory interests.
Accession to the WTO in 2001 was a fillip for the country’s pro-market
liberalizers, but many others evaded or remained hostile to liberalizing reform.

The Chinese state is vast, sprawling, and highly decentralized, especially when it
comes to economic policy. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) comprises
about 90 million members, which would make the organization larger than the
16th most populous country in the world (the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
which has a population of around 89 million). Its members have a wide range of
backgrounds and views, from executives with international business experience
to dyed-in-the-wool apparatchiks who eagerly study the ideals articulated by
President Xi Jinping. The central government oversees over 30 provinces,
hundreds of cities, and thousands of counties. As a result, Beijing has long
struggled to coordinate, implement, and enforce policies across the country.
Subnational governments enjoy broad discretion over how to run their local
economies. Governors and mayors compete with their neighbors to produce
ever-higher and more spectacular growth rates, and they enjoy enough
autonomy to selectively enact, creatively interpret, and even subvert guidelines
from Beljing.

When China was preparing to join the WTO, its system of economic governance
was decidedly mixed. Some actors within China’s massive party-state advocated
liberalization based on free-market principles. Others supported a strategy akin
to those adopted decades prior by Japan and South Korea, which involved
offering financial incentives and instituting administrative measures to support
firms in industries deemed strategic. And still others counseled adhering to
China’s command economy.

Liberal reform in China ran up against deep-seated bureaucratic resistance.

The various actors within China'’s large and complex economy had to reckon with
the seismic shift of entry into the WTO. Accession triggered many significant
changes and strengthened the hand of the country’s reformists, who in the first
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few years following WTO entry implemented large cuts to import tariffs, loosened
rules around trading licenses to introduce domestic private and foreign
competition, shrank the state-owned sector, and enhanced the functioning of
market forces in the economy. Beijing strengthened the rule of law and the
protection of intellectual property rights to greatly improve the ease and
predictability of doing business in China and limit government interference.

The central government drove much of the resulting change, because it felt the
pressure of adhering to WTO rules more keenly than did provinces and cities
lower down in the administrative hierarchy. WTO membership spurred Beijing to
undertake a formidable legislative and regulatory overhaul in order to bring
domestic laws and policies into compliance with the international trading system.
For example, it amended its law regulating the quality of products, with the aim of
improving standards and strengthening the state’s ability to guard against
counterfeit and subpar goods. It reformed a commodity inspection law to create a
common certification process for foreign and domestic goods and put in place
similar reforms for customs laws; rules governing pharmaceutical products; and
copyright, patent, and trademarks laws. It also overhauled national economic
institutions to strengthen the state’s regulatory capacity, merging a number of
agencies to eliminate overlap. The new General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection, and Quarantine (AQSIQ) took the lead in assessing over
21,000 domestic technical standards, abolishing about 1,400 of them, and
revising over 9,000 others to bring the country’s standards regime into conformity
with WTO rules.

The central government’s liberalizing efforts did not stop with legal and
institutional reforms. Beijing established research and advisory centers in various
parts of the country to provide guidance on matters pertaining to WTO rules and
procedures. Authorities launched a national campaign through state media to
raise awareness about the consequences of the country’s joining the WTO and
held training sessions for government officials to help them navigate the complex
process of implementing the trade body’s rules.

This effort to set in motion greater market liberalization ran up against deep-
seated bureaucratic and industry resistance. Those in the state-owned sector
feared that foreign competition would crush their businesses. The automotive
industry had even petitioned Jiang for greater protection when he was
negotiating the entry deal. Powerful industrial ministries within Beijing bristled at
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the idea that international rules would now curb their autonomy to make policy.
The agricultural sector protested the opening up of China’s markets to highly
subsidized goods from developed countries.

Foreign businesses immediately benefited from the measures that followed
China’s accession. By 2003, roughly 70 percent of U.S. firms surveyed in China
reported that Chinese domestic reforms had improved their business climate “to
a great extent” or “to a very great extent.” Those measures would not have
occurred without the external impetus of entry into the WTO. And they reflected
the degree to which China’s leaders had succeeded in using multilateral trade
commitments to drive forward difficult domestic changes.

But the actions of the central government tell only part of the story. Subnational
authorities, which escaped direct WTO scrutiny, did not match Beijing’s
commitment. China’s entry into the WTO reframed local economies, inviting
foreign competition while creating opportunities for commerce abroad. Regional
governments had to keep their economies growing while dealing with potential
import threats and pursuing potential export gains. Some local leaders
responded by liberalizing their markets and facilitating more business-friendly
regulations, but many found ways to resist opening up and to promote their own
interests in other ways.

Anhui Province, for instance, issued an industrial policy in 2001 that drew from
South Korea’s success in automobile exports, targeting state support to favored
firms. Authorities in Shandong Province noted that the territory should “seize the
opportunity” created by WTO entry to expand and develop its shipbuilding
industry—which meant not liberalization but increased preferential credits and
subsidies in order to expand exports out of the province. Other, smaller
jurisdictions responded to the threat of intensified competition with even more
forceful interventions aimed at suppressing market forces, using administrative
directives to reshape local businesses. The autonomous prefecture of Yanbian,
in northeastern China, for example, launched a restructuring drive in 2003 to
consolidate its cement industry. Rather than let the market dictate which firms
would thrive and which would die, the local government picked winners and
losers, taking away business licenses, cutting off the electricity supply, and
dismantling the machinery and equipment of factories that were deemed to be
too small or inefficient.
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Accordingly, China’s entry into the WTO produced a wide range of shifts, often in
contradictory directions. It initially spurred sweeping efforts to liberalize the
economy, reshape policies to accord with international rules, strengthen
institutions to support the free market, and reduce the role of direct state
intervention—transforming China’s economic landscape and vastly expanding
the scope for private and foreign enterprises to do business in China. But the
country did not move in lockstep toward liberalization. Subnational governments
adopted a plethora of strategies to pursue economic growth, many of them in
clear contrast to Beijing’s liberalizing agenda. A stark internal divergence in
China’s economic policies emerged, with some parts of the state strengthening
their commitment to market liberalization and others following more statist paths.

China did fulfill the majority of the terms of its WTO accession within a few years.
Tariff rates on foreign imports were slashed, and a multitude of nontariff barriers
were eliminated. The authority to engage in foreign trade, previously restricted to
SOEs and foreign firms located in special economic zones, was broadened to all
firms, including private Chinese enterprises. Beijing substantially improved legal
protections for and reduced administrative burdens on businesses. Foreign
investment surged once more into China, after having plateaued during the Asian
financial crisis in the late 1990s.

THE STATE ADVANCES

Market-friendly reforms, however, would soon lose their luster for the central
government. Observers in China use the term guojin mintui, or “the state
advances, while the private sector retreats,” to describe the central government’s
slide starting around the middle of the first decade of this century toward greater
state intervention in the economy. Several domestic and external factors pushed
China’s powerful central government to embrace state capitalism. In the first few
years after the accession, pro-reform ministries in Beijing drove the agenda for
market liberalization, empowered by the mandate of China’s pledges to the
WTO. The Ministry of Commerce, China’s trade agency, led efforts to harmonize
China’s trading regime with international rules. AQSIQ, the new quality-control
agency, encouraged the adoption of international standards and established a
direct link with the WTO to manage potential conflicts. These agencies further
benefited from the leadership of Jiang and Zhu, who were not just ideologically
well disposed to reform but also able to wrangle the country’s sprawling central
bureaucracy to keep the reforms on course. Under the two leaders, the
government instituted important macroeconomic reforms to recalibrate revenue-
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sharing arrangements between the center and localities, better control inflation,
and improve central oversight of the banking sector. And in a major
administrative restructuring in 1998, Zhu had slashed the central bureaucracy in
half, from eight million to four million people, and cut the number of central
ministries from 40 to 29.

But as China fulfilled its WTO commitments on schedule, pro-liberalization forces
lost momentum; swiftly meeting the terms of China’s accession had the effect of
sapping the urgency of reform. Without the outside pressure that WTO entry first
provided in 2001, it was difficult for reformists in Beijing to keep up the push for
greater liberalization. Instead, rival agencies that oversaw industrial policy gained
the latitude to expand their influence.

This shift in bureaucratic power dovetailed with a change in leadership in 2003
from Jiang and Zhu to President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao. The leaders
differed less in their essential views on reform than in their abilities to control the
state bureaucracy. Hu and Wen did not have their predecessors’ political
strength to discipline the state. Wen, in particular, had spent the majority of his
career within the central government. He rose to the top with support from
networks deeply embedded in the Beijing bureaucracy. Although this milieu might
have given him some advantage in understanding the inner workings of the
central state, it also left him beholden to that bureaucracy. Unlike Zhu, who was
able to halve the size of the central government in 1998, Wen’s attempt at
administrative restructuring in 2003 was relatively unsuccessful. Reports at the
time indicated that Wen planned to whittle down the number of ministries by as
many as seven, but he eventually axed only one central agency. Instead,
agencies dedicated to industrial policy, such as the National Development and
Reform Commission, gained greater influence: the NDRC became informally
known as the “mini State Council.” In 2008, the newly created Ministry of Industry
and Information Technology added to the central government’s increasingly
activist role in enacting statist industrial policies.

Dysfunction in the WTO dealt a blow to the cause of pro-market reform.

The cause of pro-market reform was dealt a further blow by the failure of WTO
members to agree to another comprehensive package for trade liberalization as
part of the Doha Round of negotiations in Geneva in 2006. The disagreement
over farm subsidies and import taxes underlined tensions within the trade body,
and the ensuing impasse strengthened the hand of agencies in Beijing that
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oversaw industrial policy and did not subscribe to the market-friendly imperatives
of the WTO. Dysfunction in the trade body meant that Chinese reformists could
not repeat the success of 2001, lacking renewed external impetus for domestic
liberalization.

The central government’s new policy trajectory started to become clear in the
2006 iteration of the Five-Year Plan, China’s periodic policy blueprint. It
emphasized domestic innovation and reducing China’s reliance on foreign
technology, reaffirming the dominant role of the state in the economy—and
inevitably dispiriting foreign firms doing business in China. According to the
American Chamber of Commerce in the People’s Republic of China’s annual
surveys of its members, positive sentiment among U.S. firms operating in China
fell to an all-time low in 2006.

The 2008 global economic crisis and its aftermath reinforced the regime’s statist
turn by setting the stage for greater government intervention and laying bare the
weaknesses of free-market capitalism. China responded to the downturn with a
$580 billion fiscal stimulus and channeled the funds largely through SOEs and
local governments. This spending strengthened the central state’s hand and
boosted the ideological justification for statism. While many wealthy countries
that had also enacted large fiscal stimulus programs soon shifted back to
economic austerity (and a diminished role for the state), China continued on the
path that it had embarked on before the crisis, toward greater state control of the
economy. The state-owned sector had steadily shrunk in the years following
China’s accession to the WTO. In 2001, 40 percent of all jobs in China were in
the state sector. That figure had fallen to 20 percent by 2008, but this decline
came to a halt in the years after 2008 and showed little change up to the end of
the Hu-Wen administration, in 2012. Between 2008 and 2012, assets managed
by state firms rose from over 12 trillion yuan to more than 25 trillion yuan.

Since Xi's ascent to power in 2012, the state’s role in the economy has only
become stronger and more pronounced. Private investment had for many years
expanded at a faster pace than investment by state entities, but this dynamic
began to weaken after 2012, and it even reversed from 2015 to 2016. China has
continued to pursue free trade in its foreign relations, inking numerous deals with
countries far and near, but the political energy for domestic market reform has all
but disappeared. Recent years have seen the country’s SOEs become stronger
and larger than before, boosted by national policies that reaffirm the dominant
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role of the state and the overarching supremacy of the CCP over the economy.
China’s overseas economic footprint has also expanded significantly, most
notably through Xi’'s vast infrastructure and investment program known as the
Belt and Road Initiative, sparking fears that China is seeking to export its brand
of state capitalism globally. Such fears, however, are overblown.

CONTAINING MULTITUDES

China may have dashed the hope that it would become a liberal free-market
economy, well integrated into the international economic system. But even now,
its model of state capitalism is not the juggernaut that many make it out to be. In
many respects, China still lives under the shadow of its entry into the WTO.
Ultimately, the Chinese system is not likely to prove strong enough to completely
resist the liberalizing effects of globalization or coordinated enough to effectively
pursue its ambitions on the global stage through its SOEs.

In some ways, WTO membership reinforced the central government’s inability to
prevent local governments from interpreting higher-level directives to serve their
own interests. WTO entry brought a new surge of foreign capital into China,
reducing the reliance of subnational governments on funding from Beljing and
providing them with alternative resources to pursue their own goals—and the
flexibility to disregard dictates from the capital. For example, despite Beijing’s
desire to orient economic growth around increasing productivity, boosting
technological development, and training a more skilled workforce, subnational
governments have fixated on a quantitative approach to growth that relies on
capital investment and high-profile development projects, undermining the
overarching national effort. Instead of making long-term investments to raise the
productivity of firms and their capacity for innovation, local officials seek out
foreign direct investment to expand output for short-term gains, leading to
projects that duplicate the work of others and generate problems of excess
capacity.

China’s policy on so-called new-energy vehicles (electric and hybrid cars)
illustrates this divide. In 2012, the central government’s State Council issued an
industrial policy on such vehicles that stressed the importance of promoting
innovation and explicitly warned local governments against “blindly making low-
quality investments and duplicating construction.” But that same year, Hubei
Province issued its own policy, which ignored the central government’s focus on
technological innovation and high-quality production and instead stressed the

Buy CSS Books Cash on Delivery All over Pakistan https://cssbooks.net Call/SMS 03336042057 Page 75



https://cssbooks.net/

global point March 2021

need for “investment promotion” and “large-scale production” to scale up the
manufacturing of the vehicles. Nor was Hubei alone in pushing for rapid
expansion and disregarding the longer-term imperative of improving
technological capacity. By 2017, the central government had to issue a new
directive to curb the overinvestment of local governments in the production of
new-energy vehicles.

Similar conflicts plague China’s overseas economic ambitions. Although some
SOEs (particularly those in strategic sectors, such as automobiles and shipping)
have retained a more statist orientation to trade, not all are faithful agents or
reliable exemplars of state capitalism. China’s entry into the WTO granted more
foreign trading rights to domestic private enterprises, lowered import barriers,
and allowed private companies greater freedom to operate. Once exposed to
foreign competition and global rules, many SOEs—especially those participating
in highly competitive sectors not protected by state industrial policy—came to
resemble more traditional commercial actors, responding to price signals in the
same way as private firms. It is not a given that China’s SOEs will act as agents
of China’s overseas economic statecraft. The extent to which an SOE might
directly serve Beijing’s interests is instead determined by a bevy of factors,
including the competitiveness or strategic importance of a particular sector, the
degree to which the central government can monitor the firm’s overseas
behavior, and the specific political context of the country in which the firm is
operating.

WHAT NOT TO DO

Some Chinese state and nonstate actors see their interests as aligned with
international economic rules; others seek to exploit gaps in global governance.
Some dependably behave as operatives of Beijing, whereas others actively
subvert national policy in pursuit of their own narrow interests. These dynamics
have persisted even as Xi has sought to consolidate CCP rule over many
aspects of Chinese political, economic, and social life. Despite Xi's efforts,
China’s global economic posture remains mostly the product of the country’s
messy internal politics and not the result of a coordinated master plan.

This reality complicates matters for Washington and other governments. Given
the multitude of actors and interests involved in Chinese economic affairs,
traditional state-to-state diplomacy, centered on communications between
national capitals, is necessary but insufficient. Substate actors, such as
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provinces and cities, wield substantial authority over economic affairs. The
actions of Chinese firms do not necessarily represent the will of Beijing.
Countries must therefore take a multipronged approach to engage with China at
different levels. A policy of overt hostility that overlooks the diversity of interests
driving China’s massive economy will end up being counterproductive.

Recent U.S. policy has demonstrated how not to encourage greater market
liberalization in China. The U.S.-Chinese trade war launched by the
administration of former President Donald Trump has created conditions opposite
to the ones that spurred market reform back in 2001. Washington levied
unilateral tariffs, launched trade-dispute cases, instituted export bans, and placed
restrictions on foreign investment in the United States. The Trump administration
framed relations with China in terms of a zero-sum competition and even went so
far as to threaten the decoupling of the two countries’ giant (and thoroughly
enmeshed) economies.

Recent U.S. policy has demonstrated how not to encourage liberalization in
China.

Chinese leaders view these actions as part of a hostile U.S. strategy to contain or
undermine China’s rise. The confrontation has empowered the nationalists and
conservatives opposed to market liberalization, who point to U.S. coercion as a
reason to further protect China’s high-tech manufacturing and secure the
country’s supply chains. The trade war has marginalized pro-reform officials who
have called for many of the changes to Chinese policy that the United States has
requested, such as the liberalization of the financial sector and the loosening of
rules around foreign investment. China’s reformists no doubt have less clout than
their more statist counterparts. But their relative weakness has led them in the
past to seek external leverage—as reform-minded officials did during China’s
WTO accession. This dynamic is by no means restricted to trade. China’s
banking regulators, for instance, have drawn on frameworks put forward by the
Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (an international committee of central
bankers) to overcome the resistance of state banks, SOEs, and local
governments to greater oversight of the banking system.

U.S. policymakers should not abet the nationalists in China by focusing on
threats and punishments. A broader strategy of engagement that offers
significant benefits in return for Chinese commitments to further liberalization
would provide domestic reformists with just the sort of leverage they enjoyed in
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2001. Initiatives backed by multilateral institutions would have more legitimacy
than would Washington’s unilateral demands. Today, segments of the Chinese
political elite remain open to adopting the high product standards and market-
oriented rules of multilateral trade arrangements. A number of current and former
Chinese officials have even spoken positively about the prospect of China’s
joining the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership, a free-trade deal, a step that would benefit the United States
(although it is not a party to the deal) by bringing greater external oversight of
problematic issues, such as the governance of Chinese SOEs and foreign
investment in China, into the bilateral relationship.

The sweeping liberalization that China’s central government embarked on at the
beginning of this century showed the positive effects of the country’s joining the
WTO. But it was naive then to expect China to fully open up its economy and
integrate it into the international trading system, just as it is simplistic now to think
that China has abandoned liberal reform for the more familiar comforts of state
capitalism. The Chinese economy is neither entirely marketized nor completely
state-controlled, and any sensible China policy cannot treat the system as a
monolith.

Source: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2021-02-16/how-wto-
changed-china

Buy CSS Books Cash on Delivery All over Pakistan https://cssbooks.net Call/SMS 03336042057 Page 78



https://cssbooks.net/

global point March 2021

EDUCATION

Education Emergency | Editorial

RECENTLY, on the International Day of Education, UN Secretary General
Anténio Guterres commended students and teachers for their resilience during
the Covid-19 pandemic, which has disrupted education and learning for
countless students around the world. However, an estimated 44pc of all Pakistani
children between the ages of five and 16 were not even going to school in the
first place, and the figure is noticeably higher for girls than boys. On Wednesday,
the Aga Khan University’s Institute for Educational Development conducted an
online discussion on out-of-school children in Pakistan, looking into some of the
reasons why such a large percentage of the population has never stepped foot
inside a classroom, or has dropped out before completing their studies. Even
though Article 25-A of the Constitution directs that the state provide free and
compulsory education to all children between the ages of five and 16, an
estimated 22.8m children are not in school — the second highest figure in the
world for that age bracket, according to Unicef. Furthermore, as noted in the IED
discussion, Pakistan’s population rate is rising at an alarming rate, and the
number of out-of-school children will only grow in the near future, as the distance
between demand and supply increases.

The reasons behind low attendance and high dropout rates is manifold, but
primarily connected to poverty and accessibility issues. There are simply not
enough schools in the country — particularly for secondary and higher studies,
and especially in rural areas — and transport expenses remain a major concern
for parents, along with all the other expenses. Children have to walk long
distances, often with heavy schoolbags, and if there is no one to accompany
them, parents may opt to take them out and put them to work — inside the home
or outside. Additionally, if there is a gap in their studies, as there will be with the
pandemic, children or their families are often reluctant to return to class. The
state must wake up to this aspect of the challenge.

Published in Dawn, February 1st, 2021
Source: https://www.dawn.com/news/1604823/education-emergency
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COVID-19 Impact on Education in Pakistan
By Dr Nosharwan A Abbasi

COVID-19 has disrupted education worldwide in an unprecedented way. Millions
of students have not been able to continue learning in schools, universities,
vocational training institutions, and adult learning programs. Most governments
around the world temporarily closed educational institutions in an attempt to
contain the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. The closure of educational
institutions started back in February when China completely closed schools due
to pandemic. Until March more than 190 countries either partially or fully closed
their educational institutions. These nationwide closures impacted hundreds of
millions of students.

Students, teachers and parents were not prepared for this situation and faced a
wide range of challenges particularly dealing with the online mode of teaching or
e-learning. Both school-going children and higher-level students such as college
or university students experienced remote learning which affected their emotional
side of learning. This phenomenon of remote learning is changing relationships
between students, teachers and parents as well as highlights the importance of
ensuring students’ and teachers’ well-being in times of crisis. COVID-19
appeared as an add-on challenge for the education system in Pakistan when the
government decided to close all educational institutions back in March.

A prominent challenge that affected a large number of students was inadequate
facilities and infrastructure of the internet to support online learning. Particularly,
university students faced problems with online lectures due to poor internet
connection and living in remote areas. Students were staying at their home and
teachers were asked to deliver lectures online using different software such as
zoom, Microsoft teams etc. It was not only a challenge for students but also for
teachers as they were also in their hometowns and they were also facing internet
issues.

In the wake of online classes challenge, students who had internet access
started raising voice on Twitter and they managed to create trending topics such
as #SuspendOnlineClasses, #BoycottOnlineClasses etc. This lash back clearly
shows the lack of infrastructure to deliver online lectures. We adopted an online
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class system following the trends from China and other western countries, but we
ignored the realities of poor infrastructure and management.

At the school level, the concept of online education was conceived merely as
teaching using WhatsApp groups and sending recorded voice notes. It was a
challenge for teachers to record lectures and teach students using WhatsApp
and a major responsibility was sifted on to parents’ shoulders. WhatsApp mode
of learning became a nightmare for parents and created a huge mess for them.
School management so far was blackmailing the government, but they started
building pressure on parents and students. Merely to collect monthly fee, owners
of private institutions forced parents and teachers to adopt WhatsApp based
learning. Primary level students who never used WhatsApp and particularly
mobile phones for educational purposes were forced to attend lectures on
WhatsApp. Moreover, due to the pandemic students were promoted to the next
level without exams based on their previous results. This scenario also created a
mess for many students and the results surprised many students. Even at the
end of 2020 and the beginning of the New Year, students are still struggling with
online education issues. They are still asking their teachers how they will conduct
final exams, which will be the state of classes in 2021, and many similar
guestions.

Crisis situation raised questions on the value offered by educational institutes
globally. And parents around the world have realized the importance of online
education and home-schooling. Various discourses have started arguing that
home-schooling can be the best solution for many students and parents. It can
be convenient, innovative and socio-economic friendly to bring the home-
schooling concept. However, the literacy rate at large in societies like Pakistan
can be a major challenge in home-schooling. Educational institutes need to
reinvent or innovate the learning environment in order to remain relevant. Online
education has become a new normal globally at all levels of education and this
new shift in education has raised the concerns of digital media literacy. Where
students, teachers, and parents need to be more knowledgeable and literate
when it comes to the use of technology for educational purposes.

In Pakistan, lack of digital media literacy appears as a huge gap and a major
challenge particularly for parents who want their children to use digital devices for
education, but they know nothing about the use, impact and challenges of digital
devices. In a society where girls are discouraged to keep or use smartphones or
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computers with or without the internet, they need to prepare and understand the
importance of the use of digital devices for educational purposes. So far we
discussed the challenges of women education in Pakistan but over time, many
new challenges such as the use of digital devices for education purposes have
emerged as major threats for female students. A few imminent questions must be
answered such as: Will their parents allow them to use a mobile phone or
computer? Will their parents allow them to use internet-enabled devices and
particularly WhatsApp? Will parents allow their girl childs to opt online mode of
education?

—The writer holds a PhD from Communication University, China.

Source: https://pakobserver.net/covid-19-impact-on-education-in-pakistan/
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Rethinking Education | Editorial

It is a sad state of affairs when one of the oldest and most iconic universities in
Pakistan is struggling to stay afloat, but it is hardly surprising. The University of
Peshawar is currently undergoing one of the worst financial crises it or another
comparable institute in the country has gone through. The situation appears so
extreme that its body of students is compelled to launch a charity drive simply so
it can pay the salaries of its staff.

While there may be numerous factors responsible for UoP’s current predicament,
one cannot help but think about our general attitude towards education. This
applies to both at the official and the individual level. In terms of the former,
ensuring quality education has long been the least of our various leaders’
priorities. Where other nations view both education and research as strategic
sectors crucial to driving development, our approach towards it has been
lacklustre at best.

Take neighbouring India for a moment, forgetting the current upheaval. The
Indian government recently announced it would bulk purchase access to major
reservoirs of international research papers for all its citizens to enable a much
more conducive environment for research. In our case, we cannot seem to
sustain an existing prestigious research university. Our teachers, from primary to
higher education, are woefully paid, and the profession is regarded with some
derision by most. Instead of seeing the career as a calling and investing in
teachers’ capabilities accordingly, most Pakistanis view it as no more than a
‘pastime for bored wives’. That line of thought is problematic in itself and has led
to crisis of education that no amount of school and university buildings will fix.

Speaking of individual attitudes, most Pakistanis remain fixated on education
purely as a means to secure a well-paying job. That mindset is taken to such an
extreme that it leads to a sense of entitlement, regardless of ability and aptitude.
It also means that our business schools tend to be oversaturated and research,
which could hold the key to reversing Pakistan’s fortunes, is severely overlooked.
While the government definitely needs to invest more in the education sector, we
as a nation also need to change our cultural outlook towards it.

Published in The Express Tribune, February 8th, 2021.

Source: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2283035/rethinking-education-1
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Covid-19 and The National Education Policy
By Muhammad Jehangir Khan/Junaid
Ahmed

The formulation of the National Education Policy 2021 is a challenging but
important task for the current government. When the unprecedented school
closure due to the pandemic challenged the conventional education system
globally, governments looked to researchers to present ideas to improve learning
access. In this regard, the consultative process for developing a new policy is
undeniably important in bringing a positive change to Pakistan’s education
system. Given this, we propose reformative actions that can change the current
system’s landscape.

First: how to get greater convergence in educational outcomes nationwide?
Second: what innovative topics would be useful during the consultative process
to develop a final action?

Concerning the convergence in educational outcomes, the focus should be on
improving learning and nurturing critical thinking instead of attendance. The
policy should reform the overall assessment system to judge core competencies
instead of rote learning. For instance, Pakistan has 22 million out-of-school
children, yet those attending feel the effects of a low-quality education system.
Children in Pakistan can expect to complete 9.4 years of pre-primary, primary,
and secondary school by age 18. However, the quality-adjusted learning is only
5.1 years: a learning gap of 4.3 years.

Meanwhile, inequality in opportunity remains endemic due to access, quality
provision, funds allocation, and infrastructure in the education system. Hence,
the current policy should be based on “access, equity, quality, affordability and
accountability” for greater convergence in areas left behind.

Regular teacher training is important for discipline, lesson planning, classroom
management, and content knowledge. Therefore to advance skills and
knowledge, teacher development modules, workshops and free online courses
from Coursera and edX, etc. should be compulsory. Besides, there should be
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training for education sector administrators to improve their skills/supervisory
standards for efficiently undertaking duties. E.g., governance protocols should be
framed such that school principals or area directors are accountable for
improvement in the performance of pupils, staff and school’s financial outlays.

Regarding absorption capacity, unemployment among graduates is higher due to
the mismatch between the education imparted and labour market requirement.
Still, enrolment in Pakistan’s technical and vocational sector is low despite high
demand for skilled workforce. Therefore, the policy should promote flexible,
professional options between formal and technical schools. Technical education
would not only decrease pressure on the labour market, but increase
employability in the domestic and international markets. Lastly, it is time to bring
uniformity in the curriculum and the education system. There are public schools,
madrassahs, low-cost private schools, and schools for the elite. We should end
this strict dichotomy.

Concerning innovative ideas, we should examine the digitalisation of education
and scaling up successful educational innovations to improve education access
and quality. There is no disagreement on the importance of digital services and
online technology platforms to keep children learning. However, technical
solutions exacerbate existing inequalities in educational outcomes. The policy
should rely on existing evidence about what type of structures would improve
distance learning in Pakistan. Besides, we need to plan forward as technological
platforms for online teaching are still in their infancy. We need to be flexible as
there are specifics not yet realised about online teaching experiments.

Published in The Express Tribune, February 24th, 2021.

Source: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2285774/covid-19-and-the-national-
education-policy
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Quality Education By Khurram Mateen

The federal government is finally going ahead with its ambitious plan to align the
parallel education systems in the country with its much-vaunted Single National
Curriculum (SNC) in August this year.

The initiative, which promises to do away with imbalances in the learning system
and is characterised as a panacea by the prime minister to cure the classism in
Pakistani society, has been the centre of much debate.

The arguments mainly square on the SNC’s emphasis on religion and whether it
can reform the education models in seminaries, besides the medium of
instruction in schools. It remains to be seen how far this move will be able to
reverse the rot that has hollowed out the education system over the decades.

If the objective is to truly reform the education system in its entirety — and not just
another half-hearted attempt to mainstream seminaries to check extremism and
increase tolerance in conformity with new security and political dimensions — this
move alone is unlikely to offer the desired results that the architects boast of. To
achieve this, an overarching reforms programme would have to be actively
implemented alongside the SNC, with state schools in sight.

Boosting resources and efficiency to improve the quality of education and to
facilitate students in public-sector institutions should be the areas of focus. Such
challenges have already been noted in the National Education Policy Framework
put forward a couple of years ago. Scaling up literacy rate and bridging the
gender gap is another major challenge.

Education has no doubt become a class issue, with the affluent sending their
children to expensive private schools and then abroad. These children return to
the country to better opportunities than those who went to public schools,
seminaries, or cheap ‘private’ schools — the in-betweeners — with questionable
credentials that dot the educational landscape to fill the perceived gaps in the
country’s public education system. So why do people opt for the latter?

State schools at the moment are considered the least favourable option by many
parents. Talk to any parent, and they will tell you the same thing: public schools
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are in shambles. Parents prefer to send their children to private educational
institutions because state schools are cash-strapped and neglected. The country
spends just little over two percent of its GDP on education. This miniscule
amount translates to a lack of quality of education and basic facilities.

While some non-profit organisations are playing an important role towards
educating the less privileged, those NGOs are just crutches for the limping
public-sector education system. So where do the (relatively) low-cost private
schools come in? Parents opt for these not just due to a shortage of public
schools. While quality of education is a factor, social pressures also likely
contribute to the thriving ‘industry’ of such schools.

Private education is not always a choice for many inflation-ridden lower- and
lower-middle class households. They are forced to compromise on other
necessities of life to educate their children. So, what can the government do
besides the SNC to change the fate of the country’s underprivileged?

For real change, efforts need to be made by provinces to uplift the standard of
education at government-run educational institutions, besides ensuring basic
facilities. As education has become a provincial subject after the 18th
Amendment, provincial governments are now mainly responsible for leading on
this front. The PTI has governments in Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Baltistan, so it makes it easier for the ruling party to implement educational
reforms.

When no quick fix seems in sight to overcome perennial resource constraints in
the education sector, public schools can at least channel their energies towards
quality teaching and discipline through efficient utilisation of the available human
and material resources. All they need is effective teacher training and a robust
monitoring system. An exclusive online application on the pattern of the Pakistan
Citizen’s Portal can help track the progress of educational institutions. Lack of
merit in the hiring process and political interference in operational matters has
been one of the major root causes for low efficiency in institutions, and the
education sector is no exception.

So, the success of the latest initiative hinges on how well the government deals
with the massive task of teacher training and efficiency, and how it manages
political and administrative challenges to improve conditions at public schools. A
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sophisticated mechanism would have to be put in place to sift out ‘unfixable’ and
‘ghost’ human resource.

Moreover, private schools should no more be a compulsion but a personal choice
for parents to educate their children. However, minimum quality standards will
have to be ensured in private schools through regulations, while managing the
adverse impact of such an intervention which commonly results in more
corruption. Turning a blind eye to a substandard school is akin to letting a quack
play with the lives of unsuspecting patients — here the future of the next
generation is at stake.

After all, the success of any initiative depends on how it moves from rhetoric to
action. Political will is a prerequisite for defeating ignorance and restoring trust in
education in the public sector.

The writer is news editor on the London desk, The News.

Email: khurram.mateen@gmail.com

Source: https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/790111-quality-education
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Covid-19 and The National Education Policy
By Muhammad Jehangir Khan/Junaid
Ahmed

The formulation of the National Education Policy 2021 is a challenging but
important task for the current government. When the unprecedented school
closure due to the pandemic challenged the conventional education system
globally, governments looked to researchers to present ideas to improve learning
access. In this regard, the consultative process for developing a new policy is
undeniably important in bringing a positive change to Pakistan’s education
system. Given this, we propose reformative actions that can change the current
system’s landscape.

First: how to get greater convergence in educational outcomes nationwide?
Second: what innovative topics would be useful during the consultative process
to develop a final action?

Concerning the convergence in educational outcomes, the focus should be on
improving learning and nurturing critical thinking instead of attendance. The
policy should reform the overall assessment system to judge core competencies
instead of rote learning. For instance, Pakistan has 22 million out-of-school
children, yet those attending feel the effects of a low-quality education system.
Children in Pakistan can expect to complete 9.4 years of pre-primary, primary,
and secondary school by age 18. However, the quality-adjusted learning is only
5.1 years: a learning gap of 4.3 years.

Meanwhile, inequality in opportunity remains endemic due to access, quality
provision, funds allocation, and infrastructure in the education system. Hence,
the current policy should be based on “access, equity, quality, affordability and
accountability” for greater convergence in areas left behind.

Regular teacher training is important for discipline, lesson planning, classroom
management, and content knowledge. Therefore to advance skills and
knowledge, teacher development modules, workshops and free online courses
from Coursera and edX, etc. should be compulsory. Besides, there should be
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training for education sector administrators to improve their skills/supervisory
standards for efficiently undertaking duties. E.g., governance protocols should be
framed such that school principals or area directors are accountable for
improvement in the performance of pupils, staff and school’s financial outlays.

Regarding absorption capacity, unemployment among graduates is higher due to
the mismatch between the education imparted and labour market requirement.
Still, enrolment in Pakistan’s technical and vocational sector is low despite high
demand for skilled workforce. Therefore, the policy should promote flexible,
professional options between formal and technical schools. Technical education
would not only decrease pressure on the labour market, but increase
employability in the domestic and international markets. Lastly, it is time to bring
uniformity in the curriculum and the education system. There are public schools,
madrassahs, low-cost private schools, and schools for the elite. We should end
this strict dichotomy.

Concerning innovative ideas, we should examine the digitalisation of education
and scaling up successful educational innovations to improve education access
and quality. There is no disagreement on the importance of digital services and
online technology platforms to keep children learning. However, technical
solutions exacerbate existing inequalities in educational outcomes. The policy
should rely on existing evidence about what type of structures would improve
distance learning in Pakistan. Besides, we need to plan forward as technological
platforms for online teaching are still in their infancy. We need to be flexible as
there are specifics not yet realised about online teaching experiments.

Published in The Express Tribune, February 24th, 2021.

Source: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2285774/covid-19-and-the-national-
education-policy
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The Chessboard of US-Iran Relations:
Obama, Trump, Biden By Dr Huma Bagal

EARLIER this year, President Biden said the international system is coming
apart. He prom ised to salvage America’s reputation, and said he is in a hurry.
“There will be no time to lose”, he wrote in the Foreign Affairs Magazine. One
issue on which he really has to move fast, is US-Iran relations. Donald Trump’s
‘maximum pressure” campaign was responded by “maximum resistance” by Iran.

The country has already withstood sanctions for three years without giving in to
the demand of Trump Administration. Trump withdrew from the deal in May 2018
and has done everything to completely demolish it, including slapping very
depleting last-minute sanctions on Iran in December 2020.

The setback has been for the Americans. America got isolated on the issue in the
western world and as predicted Iran went into a strategic convergence with China
and Russia. Moreover, Iran is closer to acquiring the technology needed for a
nuclear weapon then it was before the deal. It has resumed enriching uranium to
nearly 20 percent purity. It has also begun construction activity at both the
Natanz and Fordow nuclear plants, where they appear to be building additional
underground facilities, and installing centrifuges. Outgoing US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo alleged that Iran has become Al Qaeda new “home base, and was
time for America and all free nations to crush the Iran-Al Qaeda axis. These
allegations were made without providing any hard evidence. The comments were
rejected by Iran as war mongering lies”.

US-Iran relations are at a crucial point of inflection. President Obama’s greatest
achievement was the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in July 2015.
According to the deal, Iran agreed to limit enriching and accept stronger
monitoring in exchange for relief form sanctions. In 2018, US under President
Trump withdrew from the JCPOA. The withdrawal was largely triggered by both
Saudi Arabia and lIsrael growing weary of Iran’s interjection in Syria, Iraq and
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Yamen. Shortly after President Trump’s withdrawal from the deal, supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Hosseini Khamenei pledged Iran would not tolerate “the
simultaneous restrictions of its economy and its nuclear program.”

Iran since has been emboldened, however, continues to exercise strategic
restraint, while responding to American provocations, but at the same time
sending poignant messages to America in general and the region in particular.
The missile attack on Saudi Arabia’s Abqaiq oil refinery in September 2019,
being a case in point, which shut down nearly five percent of global olil
production.

In January 2020, Qassim Solemani, the powerful leader of Quds Force of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, was assassinated by the US. The Iranian
response of strike on the Ayn al Asad military base was a measured restrained
response. In November 2020 Iran top nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was
killed in a brazen attack in Tehran. Iran blamed Israel for it, but chose not to
respond immediately. Most analysts and commentators believe US withdrawal
from JCPOA has only made the conflict matrix of the region more volatile. It has
if anything resulted in a more aggressive Iran and a US that comes across as a
country relying more on rhetoric than action on the ground.

Moreover, it has made restoration of trust in US as a guarantor of deal and
negotiation a huge challenge. Biden has made it clear that he would rejoin the
agreement and use a renewed commitment to diplomacy to work with allies to
strengthen and extend it, while pressuring Iran against its regional activities. This
is easier said than done. The optimism on the American side to negotiate a better
agreement are at least for now unrealistic. The distrust for US in Iran runs high.
Both tightening and lengthening Iran’s nuclear constraints will not be easy. Iran
may want to return to JCPOA to ease its economic sanctions, it is in a state of
double jeopardy because of the pandemic. However, Iran is a resilient state. It
takes great pride in its ability to resist western pressure autarkic “resistance
economy to Hassan Rouhani’s policy it is a resilient state. It takes great pride in
its ability to resist western pressure. To the lIranian hardliner, the country’s
economic health is of lesser significance than its security, ideological purity and
national aspirations. Many of them actually prefer an autarkic “resistance
economy” to Rouhani’s policy of nuclear cooperation with the West.
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Elections in Iran are due in June 2021. No one in Iran can afford to look soft on
the US. The window of opportunity is narrow; however, it must be used by both
US and Iran to return to JCPOA.

Israel’s reaction is not of any help. Its top generals have responded to Biden’s
plans by taking their gloves off. The top generals warned attack plans against
Iran were being revised and said any US return to the 2015 nuclear accord with
Tehran would be wrong. Such remarks in public domain by Israel’s military top
brass on American policy are rare and never without a pre-approval by the Israeli
government. One of Netanyahu’s Minister said publicly, if the US rejoins the
nuclear deal, which is something Biden believes lies in the US national interest —
Israel will go to war. The situation becomes more confusing with a newly
appointed Secretary of State Antony Blinken, saying on record that US was “a
long way” from deciding whether to join nuclear deal with Iran and It would need
to see what Tehran actually did to resume complying with the historic pact.

As a footnote, a less ambiguous US policy for the region and Iran is the need of
the day, it has been lacki